25 January 2026                                                                                       Epiphany 3                                       
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309][Elijah said to her,] “For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth.” - 1 Kings 17:14 (NRSV) 
	The widow of Zarephath had a choice: Use what little she had to make one last supper for herself and her son or, use it to feed the bossy prophet who promised that his God would provide. 
	We don’t have to be in dire straits to recognize these basic life options: to withhold or to give, to cower in fear or to step out in trust.  
	Most of us face some version of these choices every day: To open our hearts or wall others out. To get involved or remain a bystander. To go to the march or to the movies. To say what we think or to be kind.  Rarely are our options so clear or binary or conscious. Still, our choices shape our days, and our days shape our lives.  The widow had very few options, but still she chose: empowerment over surrender, the hope of life over certain death.  
What will you choose today? 					-Vicki Kemper

Global Ministries Prayers for Argentina - God of life and mission, just as in Galilee you called Jesus to proclaim that your Kingdom had drawn near and to summon simple men and women to follow him, today we hear your voice again, calling us to leave our nets and walk in his footsteps. We thank you for our country, for its people, their struggles, and their hopes; we ask that your light dispel all darkness of injustice, inequality, and violence, and that you strengthen those who work for peace and the common good. Bless our daily work and the ministries we carry out, so that they may be living signs of your Kingdom and a faithful expression of your love. As the Evangelical Disciples of Christ Church in Argentina, we affirm that your mission is shared and lived out both locally and globally. We thank you for our partnership with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the United Church of Christ, which allows us to accompany communities, develop leaders, and transform lives, like those of so many families who find dignity, education, and faith in community. Send us, Lord, as fishers of people, to proclaim with words and actions that your Kingdom is near. Amen.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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3rd Sunday after Epiphany                                                      	10 a.m.  

“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE    “Lift Every Voice and Sing” - J. Rosamond Johnson

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
*CALL TO WORSHIP
	May the Spirit of God be upon us:  
The Spirit of hope and joy.  The Spirit of challenge and truth.  
	The Spirit of God is upon us, because God has anointed us…
To bring good tidings to the poor,
To bind up the brokenhearted.  
	God has anointed us…
To proclaim liberty to captives,
To comfort the afflicted and to afflict the comfortable, 
To join our bodies with Christ in service and song.  
	Come Holy Spirit, come.  Amen

*HYMN #1 		Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise		    ST. DENIO

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
God of all people, we come here as your Church to worship in community.  May we listen with our whole being as you call each of us by name - as you speak in the silence, song, words, and scripture this day.  May we continue the legacy of others who have peacefully worked for justice and equality for all people.  Help us recognize our responsibilities to fight racism, sexism, economic deprivation, environmental destruction, and injustice wherever it is.  Sharing the same hopes, tears, laughter and dreams with all people, we pray:   Our Father . . . 

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM          “This Little Light of Mine” -  arr. Ken Berg

TIME FOR CHILDREN  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS				(OT page 638)          Isaiah 9:1-4     
                                                                    (NT page 3)    	Matthew 4:12-23

SENIOR CHOIR                 “I’m Gonna Sing and Shout!” -  Mary McDonald

SERMON                         ”Getting the Word Out”

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #472          	   Precious Lord, Take My Hand       PRECIOUS LORD

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

SR. CHOIR OFFERTORY    “We are Singing for the Lord is 
			Our Light”(Siyahamba)……..trad. Zulu Song, arr. Hopson

*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer
	

*HYMN #593 		    Lift Every Voice and Sing		 LIFT EVERY VOICE
*BENEDICTION   
POSTLUDE  			    “Blessed Be the Name”		-Balcombe
Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.    

Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  A nursery is located downstairs.  
Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship.
The service is available at nostoucc.org

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  
The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Mary Bliven in celebration of Ruby’s 12th birthday. 


Serving in Worship  Patty Danley, deacon at the door; Patty Danley, Monica Eppinger, ushers;  Dave  Larson, lay reader.


[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Barr; Jason Lautzenheiser; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard who is on life support;  Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Julie Evans; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox with ALS; and Elizabeth Bouchard. 
We offer our prayers of condolence for the family of Bert Taylor who died on January 13, he was the uncle of Mary Bliven and Patty Danley.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

CALENDAR
Monday, 10:30 am:	Study Group – History of the Bible
Thursday, 5-5:40 pm:  Youth Choir         
 	        6:00 - 7 PM: Sr. Choir 
               7:15 - 8:30 PM: Handbell Choir
 





CALL FOR ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF NORTH STONINGTON

Notice is hereby given to the members of the North Stonington 
Congregational Church of the annual meeting to be held on 
Sunday, February 1st, 2026 following church services. It will be 
a hybrid meeting (in-person and via Zoom). 

The purpose of the meeting will be to: 
1. Act upon the reports of officers and committees of the 
    church; 
2. Hear and act upon the report of the budget committee; 
3. Hear and act upon the report of the nominating 
     committee; 
4. Transact any other business proper to come before said 
     meeting. 

CHOIR ANTHEM 		 “I’m Gonna Sing and Shout!” by Mary McDonald 
Refrain:  I’m gonna sing and shout!
		Glory hallelujah to the One who sent me free!
		I’m gonna shout and sing,
		Alleluia praises to Jesus Christ, my King!
			I’m gonna sing, I’m gonna shout, a jubilation to the King;
			so if the rocks cry out, they’ll join my heavenly song, 
			lifting praises to my Lord!
When I go through the valley or I’m sittin’ on top of the world,
He is walking beside me, like He said He would!
He is the joy down in my soul;
He is the one who made me whole;
And I will sing, and I will shout, O my soul!			(Refrain)
	I’m gonna sing when the Spirit says, “Sing!”
	I’m gonna pray when the Spirit says, “Pray!“
	I’m gonna shout when the Spirit says, “shout!“
	And obey the Spirit of the Lord!					(Refrain)

All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 
Call to Worship adapted, Rachelle A. Stackhouse in Blessing New Voices, p36
Invocation from Sue Henley, p. 37. 


Music for 1/25/26

Note: Some of the music is the same as 1/18 since we cancelled. 
Also note, Sr. Choir anthem is the same but Sr. Choir will also sing another anthem at offertory. 

Prelude  

Senior Choir Anthem - 
Note : Same as 1/18 

Dates : 9/29/24; 1/15/23; 11/16/14

Postlude -“Blessed Be the Name”………Henry Balcombe
……………….


For bulletin:
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