13 September 2026_____________________________                 _Pentecost 16                                                                                    
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309]When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them by way of the land of the Philistines, although that was nearer, for God thought, “If the people face war, they may change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people by the roundabout way of the wilderness bordering the Red Sea.   - Exodus 13:17-18  
	Science tells us the shortest distance between two points on a flat surface is a straight line. The shortest distance between two points on a sphere is called the great-circle distance.  
	But when it comes to key moments and stages of our lives, finding the shortest, quickest distance is not the point.	Life isn’t a task to be accomplished. Consider who you might love, how you might grow, and what you might give along the way. Instead of making your own way, discern where God’s love might be leading you. Instead of trying to control every outcome, trust God to work all things for good.  
	Danish writer Isak Dinesen wrote:  “God made the world round so we would never be able to see too far down the road,” 
	Chances are that we will, like the Israelites wandering in the wilderness, over time, become who God made us to be. And, in a roundabout process, we might discover communities where life-giving love flows like milk and honey.  			- Vicki Kemper

Global Ministries Prayer for Palestine - Lord of life, breathe your life into our dark days. Lord of peace, guide our words and actions to become instruments of your true and lasting peace. Lord of justice, teach us your righteousness and lead us in your truth. Lord of mercy, look upon us with compassion, and shape our hearts after your merciful heart. Lord, we pray for our land, Palestine. A wounded land, fragmented by walls and, scarred by violence, and burdened by fear and hatred. Have mercy on us. . Come, Lord, touch our weeping souls to see the light of your righteousness. Lead us from the shadow of death into the joy of the resurrection and the fullness of life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen..

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-037
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The Congregational Church 
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North Stonington, U.C.C.
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North Stonington, CT 06359
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September 13, 2026
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST                                  10 a.m.
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity and expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”  

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand


WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE			  “In This Moment of Remembrance” - Dale Wood

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP		adapted from Psalm 19
	The heavens are telling the glory of God,
And the lands celebrate God’s handiwork.  
	The guidance of God is true and righteous  
And is more precious than gold, sweeter than honey. 
	Let the words of my mouth and the meditations of my heart
Be acceptable to you, O God, our Rock and Redeemer.  

*HYMN #70      God is Here!  As We Your People Meet       ABBOT’S LEIGH

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
Leading God, move before us as we worship and seek your blessing in this time.  Be as a cloud to protect us from all that would harm us or distract us from your truth.  We acknow-ledge our losses, especially remembering September 11th.  Remind us of the mission you call us to as followers of Jesus, that we may find hope and trust, as we pray:  Our Father….

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.


*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

CHURCH SCHOOL DEDICATION
All children are welcome to attend church school.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSON            (OT page  61)                 Exodus 14:19-31 							     (NT page 20)		    Matthew 18:21-35   

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM   			     “A Jubilant Song” - Allen Pote

         		

SERMON 				Grace and Mercy    

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN insert    			   We Remember    					BEECHER

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
You may also place Prayer Requests in offering plates.

OFFERTORY                    “There is a Balm in Gilead” - Michael Larkin

 *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 	Response:       Lord, hear our prayer 

*HYMN #591       	  		   This is My Song   	  			 FINLANDIA

*BENEDICTION   
POSTLUDE 	
		       “Chorale and Fugue on ‘Ein’ Feste Burg’” -James Denton 

							
Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may



We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook: see nostoucc.org    

Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you. 
 
We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.


The flowers are given to the Glory of God remembering 9-11-01.  

Serving in Worship   Patty Danley, deacon; Kris and Joe Serwinski ushers; David McCord, lay reader.

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Denise Hager; Roseanne Sherman;
Nancy Rockwell; Mark Ball; and George Haimbach.  Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

This past week we remembered the horrific terror attacks that occurred on September 11, 2001. Today’s music will offer us a time to reflect on those tragic events and remind us that we have joy in the hope of eternal life.  The prelude is reflective and provides a time for meditation as we begin worship. Our choir anthem offers a message of resurrection, eternal refuge, and ultimate victory over darkness. While the anthem’s immediate tone is energetic and festive, its scriptural core (Psalm 90 and Psalm 96) provides a profound bridge from grief to everlasting hope. 
The offertory, based on an African – American spiritual, centers on the themes of healing, hope, and restoration in the face of deep suffering. The postlude is based on the powerful hymn by Martin Luther, “A Mighty Fortress” based on Psalm 46, which gives us a powerful message of divine protection, resilience, and hope and it will send us forth into the world with a sense of triumph and
assurance. 

CALENDAR
Today after worship:  Church School Garden Party
                                         Deacons
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.
                     6:00 pm - Sr. Choir
                     7:15 pm - Handbell Choir

COMING EVENTS
September 15th , 5:00 pm:  FREE Community Taco Dinner 
                                 7:00 pm:  Church Council
September 16th, 6-7:30pm:  To love your neighbor, know your      				neighbor -  For more information see the flier on the door 		      		going into Hewitt Hall) Program by MAEC.
September 19th HELO Haiti Benefit – Contra Dance at Baypoint Club, 				 East Hampton, CT
September 23, Noon:  Women’s Connection
September 24 - 5:00-5:40 p.m.:  Choir Rehearsals begin. (Children ages 7 through high school are welcome to join this choir.) 
Note: Youth Choir will also rehearse on selected Sundays after worship Please see Mr. Noonan for sign up info.
September 25th, Friday 8 -2 -  Habitat Work Day, Lake of Isles
September 27 - After worship:   Youth Choir Rehearsal  
September 27, 1:00pm – “Oktobellfest” – FREE Bell Choir Concert at the      	Westerly Armory  “Oktobellfest” is a bell choir concert, sponsored by the 	New England Ringers of Massachusetts; composed of 225 -230 handbell 
	ringers from across the country and sometimes from overseas;
        conducted by David Harris the former and director of the Raliegh 	 	 	 Ringers” of North Carolina.
         Music will include:
                “The Adventure Begins”, “Laudation”, “America the Beautiful,
                 Meditations on the Theme of Peace” “Can’t Help Falling in Love 
                 With You”, “Sweet Caroline”, “Thunderstruck”, and the “Beer
                  Barrel Polka”.
October 4th after worship:  Blessing of the Animals

HYMN insert   - We Remember				

We remember crumbling towers, etched against a steel blue sky.
We remember known and nameless, 
who through hateful deeds did die. 
Heal the hearts of all those grieving, 
soothe the wounds of terror’s hate. 
Quicken us to love and mercy, let us never hesitate.

Grant us Lord a grace, and help us strive for love, not for revenge, 
Let us beat swords into plowshares ‘til the senseless hatred ends. 
Until loved ones weep no longer and your realm comes nearer still, 
Grant us courage, bring us wisdom, help us witness to your will.

May the carnage caused by hatred galvanize a faithful band,
May we be true Easter people who will live by your commands. 
May we honor all the martyred with our firm, undaunted cry:
Let us lay a firm foundation that God’s kin-dom may arise.

Tune: BEECHER (John Zundel, 1870)
Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette
Permission granted for church use. 







All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved.



﻿
“A Jubilant Song”  by Allen Pote

(Refrain)
Sing to the Lord a jubilant song.
Sing to the Lord a jubilant song. 
Rejoice and sing and let the earth be glad,
let the heavens be filled with joy, and a jubilant song!

Sing alleluia to the Lord, alleluia, alleluia.
Shout his marvelous works among the people,
for great is the Lord, great is the Lord,
and greatly to be praised.


(Refrain)


Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another.
Before the mountains were made, or the Land and the sea were born,
from age to age, you are God,
and we pray for the coming of your kingdom.
We shall rejoice, we shall be glad all the days of our lives.


(Refrain)
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