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The Congregational Church
of
 North Stonington, U.C.C.

   89 Main Street
North Stonington, CT 06359
   860-535-0379      
NoStoUCC@comcast.net
   NoStoUCC.org

March 8, 2026
Scout Sunday
Third  Sunday in Lent                                                              10 a.m. 
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE  			     “ Simple Gifts” -  trad. Shaker, arr. Berry	

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
*CALL TO WORSHIP					(based on Psalm 19)  
		The heavens keep telling the wonders of God,
    	The skies declare what the Lord has done.
		All things seen and unseen . . . attest to God’s power 
		 That covers this celestial globe.  
	None can hide from the sun’s light or heat 
	which reaches over us as a tent, like God’s protection.  
		By the teachings of God we cannot go wrong, 
		for the way of the Holy One is sacred.  
   	Let my words and my thoughts be pleasing to you, Lord,
   	because you are my mighty rock and my protector.  Amen

*HYMN #18 		 Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer		    CWM RHONDDA

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
Great God of earth and heaven, source of our strength and skill, we ask Your guidance this morning as we seek to navigate our way – not only through this week but through life’s challenges.  Today we ask your blessing upon the Girl and Boy Scouts and their Leaders whom we recognize today.  May each one grow in wisdom, age, and grace.  May we all seek for our lives, and strive to become the people we are meant to be Send your Spirit upon all we pray: Our Father . . . 


*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS	   (OT page 64)     	                   Exodus 17:1-7
	  (NT page 94)				           John 4:5-42 
  
SERMON                               “True Sustenance”
                                                                                                                                    
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #459         Come, O Fount of Every Blessing                 NETTLETON

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

OFFERTORY  			    “Deep River” -  arr. Strohman & Schaum

*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #202 	 O God, How We Have Wandered 	PASSION CHORALE

*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE    						     Chorale, "Finlandia" arr. Setchell
						


Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.    
Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  A nursery is located downstairs.  
Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship.
The service is available at nostoucc.org

Welcome Scouts!  Members of Troop 71, North Stonington's local Boy Scouts; and Girl Scouts are here representing their particular groups.  They enjoy participating in service activities, community engagement, and leadership.  (One of our local scout troops – BSA Troop 76G, which is based in Mystic, CT is one  of the first for girls and some of our North Stonington youth participate.)  Boy Scout Sunday which is normally held February each year and was designated by the BSA to recognize the contributions of young adults to scouting in their community.  Girl Scout Sunday is usually in March as the birthday of their founder occurs in March.

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of unity with and prayer for Ukraine.

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Martin and Natalie  Coulter in gratitude for God’s many blessings on their 12th wedding anniversary.                         

We welcome guest pianist Mobby Larson today while Mike is away. Mobby is an active member of our music ministry here at church, singing in the Senior Choirs and ringing in the Handbell choir. Mobby is a retired pastor of Ledyard Congregational Church UCC and serves as pulpit supply for churches in the area, as well as in the pulpit here occasionally when Pastor Sue is away.  Mobby has rung in the well-known Shoreline Ringers handbell ensemble and also rings with the group EmBellish. We are extremely blessed to have Mobby as part of our church and music ministry. Thank you Mobby for playing piano today and for all you do for our church. 

Serving in Worship:  Karen Dobley, deacon at the door, Paul Ames, Julie Clow, ushers; Monica Eppinger, lay reader.


[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Barr; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Mortiki Garcia; Julie Evans; and Kathi Thaxton.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.


Today after worship: Deacons meet
Monday, 10:30 am: Study Group, In the Footsteps of Jesus
                         7 PM:  Church Council
Tuesday, 5-6:30 PM:  Corned Beef Dinner
Thursday,  5:00-5:40 PM - Youth Choir
                    6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                   7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir

COMING EVENTS
March 15, 22 and 29 - After Worship - (15-20 min.)
Cherub Choir in the Choir room. (ages 3 and up) - parents may attend - Children will sing at the 10 AM Easter service on April 5. 
March 15th – Mission Committee meets 

April, 25th:  Southern New England Women's Connection's
Spring Gathering at the Tolland Church with TSPECIAL PROGRAM PLANNED FEATURING ----
he Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crabtree
			         
Our Monthly Mission – One Great Hour of Sharing.  Please find information in the inserted materials in your bulletin. 

All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved.


		"Missing Middle Housing" Presentation
	Rev. Adam Thomas extends this invitation:  “I'm inviting you and members of your parishes to St. Mark's next Wednesday evening, March 11th at 6:30pm for a presentation from the Town of Groton on their current housing initiative called "Missing Middle Housing." This is an important topic for our region, given the huge hiring demands at EB and the lack of housing options in our neighborhoods.”
	We are affected here in North Stonington.  Here is what the town of Groton asks: 
	The Town of Groton wants to hear from you! The Town is working on a project called “Meeting in the Middle: Unlocking Housing Opportunities in Groton.” 
	What is this all about? Groton, like much of Connecticut, is currently experiencing a housing shortage. The limited number of homes available are often unaffordable and are dominated by either single-family homes or larger apartment buildings. These housing types do not meet the needs of all Groton residents. This project aims to explore how to create more housing choice in existing neighborhoods. 
	The project will study the feasibility of “Missing Middle Housing,” which is anything between the extremes of a typical single-family home and larger apartment buildings. Examples include townhouses, cottage communities, duplexes, triple-deckers, and small-scale apartment 
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‘”Your sins are forgiven,” Jesus said to the paralyzed man, then “Rise” whereupon the man pick up his bed and went home.”  Matthew 9:2-7 
	To confess your sins to God is not to tell God anything not already known.  Until you confess them, however, they are the abyss between you.  When you confess them, they become the bridge.  
	It is as hard to absolve yourself of your own guilt as it is to sit in your own lap.  Wrongdoing sparks guilt sparks wrongdoing ad nauseam, and we all try to disguise the grim process from both ourselves and everybody else.  In order to break the circuit we need somebody before whom we can put aside the disguise, trusting that when he sees us for what we fully are, he will not run away screaming with, if nothing worse, laughter.  
	Our trust in in him leads us to trust in his trust in us.  In his presence the fact of our guilt no longer makes us feel and act out our guiltiness.  For a moment at least the vicious circle stops circling and we can step down onto the firm ground of his acceptance, where maybe we’ll be able to walk a straight line again.  [Or at least, like the healed man, find our way Home.]
		- Frederick Buechner, in “Wishful Thinking”.  

Global Ministries Prayers for Costa Rica:  God of all peoples, races, and cultures, we give thanks for the rich diversity of Costa Rica: Indigenous peoples, Afro-Caribbean communities, mestizo populations, and immigrants  who now call this land home.  Amid this diversity, challenges persist. We lift the Afro-Caribbean population of the Atlantic Coast, who continue to face the weight of historic discrimination, insufficient government investment, and high levels of poverty and violence.

We are grateful for the wisdom of elders, who keep culture, memory, and community alive through tradition, celebration, and worship, and for the resilience of young people who persevere amid profound challenges.  We pray especially for the students and graduates of the Universidad Bíblica Latinoamericana who serve these communities and congregations with faith, justice, and compassion.  Grant us all eyes to see and ears to hear, hearts willing to learn from one another, and spirits ready to celebrate the human diversity present in our own communities and countries. Amen.
-

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton      Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm	                                                                     
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