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The Congregational Church
of
 North Stonington, U.C.C.

   89 Main Street
   North Stonington, CT 06359
   860-535-0379      
NoStoUCC@comcast.net
   www.northstoningtonucc.com


December 7, 2025
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT								     10 a.m.  

“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE	           “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” - Samuel Wellman

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

CALL TO WORSHIP
	Come, Lord Jesus, into the darkness of our world.
Come, Lord Jesus into the uncertain future of creation.
	Come, Lord Jesus, into our communities of need.
Come, Lord Jesus, into the darkness of our cities.
	Come, Lord Jesus, into our lives
And into the lives of those for whom we are concerned, 
For you bring peace and hope to a weary world.  

*HYMN #115	   The Baptist Shouts on Jordan’s Shore 	   WINCHESTER NEW

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors) 
Merciful God, we need bread and we need laughter.
We need music and we need a hand to hold.
We need a chair to sit in and we need work to do.
But maybe more than anything, we need your Word and a reason to hope.  So move through this space today
and speak to us as only you can.  Speak a word of hope deep into our weary bones.  For we need bread and we need laughter, but most of all, we need you.  Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING					The Weicksel Family
[bookmark: _Hlk214970656]May we continue living life at God’s side,  because this way life has meaning, passion, courage, justice, forgiveness and dignity;  Because another world is possible,  because there is a good life, because now is the time to share it. and because, in doing all this, we can turn the course of history.  Amen.  
	Sung response to tune of O Come Emmanuel:  
“O Come, O come Emmanuel.”
Come, lift the weight of wea - riness.
Come bring your Peace to all of our days.
And set us free to sing …    your praise,
How long?  Not long.  Emmanuel 
is come to us, to all the world.  Amen

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 
 
GENEROSITY MOMENT                                                           Julie Evans

SCRIPTURE LESSONS		(OT page 640)			     Isaiah 11:1-10
								(NT page 2)		         Matthew 3:1-12
 
CHOIR ANTHEM    “Prepare the Way of the Lord” - William Rowan
        

SERMON				A Compelling and Frightful Being
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #109	   			With Joy Draw Water  	   		 ST. COLUMBA
	Hold up Prayer Requests to be collected by Ushers during hymn.   

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  			Response:  Lord hear our prayer
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
The Bread and Cup are a portion of what we offer . . .

OFFERTORY							  “Advent Prayer - George Blake	

*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION				 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
The Invitation
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
On-the-move God, we have every reason to hold onto hope.
We have every reason to believe that spring will come, that flowers will bloom, that the sun will rise.  And yet, too often hope slips through our fingers.  Soothe our wandering hearts and show us the places where the sun is shining.  Show us the places where you are on the move.  With open hearts we pray,   
PERSONAL CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS
	Family of faith, in our honesty,
we are heard.
	In our worries,
we are held.
	In our failings,
we are forgiven.
	In our fear,
we are not alone.
Friends, this is the good news of the gospel!
When we’re running out of hope, God is still at work.
Thanks be to God!  Amen.
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS  	
	The Bread – we eat of the bread together. 
	The Cup – we partake individually as received.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Loving God, in a world wracked with fear, you gather us together. You met us here; nourished our bodies; nourished our spirits.  This is a joyful feast, and fear cannot win every time.  Send us out into the world with renewed courage, with renewed hope, with renewed conviction.  Help us to feed others as you have fed us.  With gratitude we pray.  Amen

*HYMN #120		There’s A Voice in the Wilderness Calling   ASCENSION
*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE   			      “Prelude in C minor” - .Johann K.P. Fischer 

    
Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may.


We are live-streaming worship on Facebook and You tube.  

Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  Please sign our guestbook in the entry or fill out a “welcome” card and place in offering plate.  All children are welcome to attend church school.  
Join us for fellowship and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.

The flowers this morning  are given to the glory of God by Mary Bliven in honor of family and friends celebrating December birthdays.

Serving Worship Today:  Patty Danley, deacon at the door; Matthew Sander and Steve Gadaree, ushers;  Julie Clow and Dave McCord, communion; Gretchen Noonan, lay reader.

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Barr; Jason Lautzenheiser; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; Lillian Hesselman, Kim’s friend who recently passed away;  David Allard who is on life support;  Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Julie Evans; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Gabby Ricci; and Patty Danley and Dave McCord.  
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.


Please show appreciation for retired clergy and their families…

“Grace upon Grace.” John 1:16

We collect your special offerings for the Christmas Fund throughout December.  Caring for our pastors in the UCC.

United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund of the Pension Board with their generosity for many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who are facing a time of need.  Thank you!



CALENDAR
 Today - After Worship (for 20 minutes) - Cherub Choir with Mrs. Thaxton in Choir room. (ages 3 and up - parents may attend - Children will sing on Dec. 21 at 10 am worship) 
             After worship:  Youth Choir, after Cherub Choir
Monday, 10:30:  Study Group, “The Case for Christmas” 
                  7 pm:  Church Council.
Thursday:  6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                     7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir

COMING EVENTS
December 7:  Tree Lighting (see bulletin board for details.)
December 14, 3 pm:  Stonington Madrigal Singers here in our sanctuary. Donations gratefully accepted. Reception to follow. 
 December 18 - 6 pm :   Live Nativity 		

Habitat for Humanity is looking for Homeowner Engagement Volunteers and Homeowner Support Volunteer (see bulletin board for more information or visit HFHECT.org)		



WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Ladies - Please Join Us!

CHRISTMAS PARTY & POTLUCK DINNER (& a sip of wine)

Wednesday, December 10th at 4 pm in Hewitt Hall
All are welcome!
In addition to your food …
Please bring a gift to exchange - ~ $10 - $20 amount
 Have no time to cook? Bring rolls, a beverage, or store-made food.

 CHOIR ANTHEM 							      				    - Rowan
	Prepare the way of the Lord!  
	Make straight his path.  Prepare the way!
	Every valley shall be exalted, every hill made low;
	and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places
	 plain.  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
	 And all mankind shall see it together.
  





[image: A black and white drawing of a candle

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Community and Care
From the many letters and stories the Pension Boards has received from those touched by gifts from The Christmas Fund, we share these words:
	


	“It’s wonderful to feel cared for. The amount of the
	help is not as important as the fact that there’s a
	tangible way the collective church wants to
	strengthen your foundation.”
										


											- The Rev. Joan Smith
											Retired UCC minister,
										Christmas Fund giver and receiver








All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 
Prayers by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed, A Sanctifed Art LLC; sanctifedart.org  
                

Advent 2    												7 December 2025
“When they saw the star, they were filled with joy . . .”  -  Matthew 2:10
	As scientists continue to explore deeper into space, they are discovering more about the mysteries of  black holes. Their gravitational force is so strong it pulls in whatever is in its path. They have learned that black holes also help the universe stay balanced. Black holes don’t just take things in—their powerful force spreads energy out from the heat made in the material spinning around it. Black holes even help galaxies grow and may have lit up the universe from the very beginning.
	Peace can be like that as well. It’s not about being quiet or gentle—it’s about having a strong center that helps everything around it stay in balance. Real peace doesn’t ignore the truth of a conflict because it is messy, inconvenient, or painful—it brings the truth in. Bringing in our honesty and responsibility for what we’ve done is where the work of peace begins. Then, through forgiveness and change, we can return to our relationships with the bright light of grace.
	This Advent season, how might we think about the conflicts, fights, or disagreements in our lives? Isthere something pulling you in or pushing you away that you’d like to bring to God? The promise of grace and belonging will help give you a strong center and the courage to face whatever lies ahead.  								- A note from the Christmas Fund

Global Ministries Prayers for Indonesia - Dear God, the Holy and blessed Trinity, we pray for Indonesia. We thank you for the gift of this beautiful country and for blessing us with diversity. Please bless Indonesia, so that it truly lives up to its motto, Bhinneka Tunggal Ika (Unity in Diversity). Often, our people embrace “unity in uniformity.” This situation leads to conflict and a perpetual cycle of violence. Please grant us your grace for the victims and survivors of violence throughout Indonesian history and their families. Please strengthen marginalized groups excluded from society, who must endure multiple layers of oppression in the postcolonial context. Pour out your wisdom to the leaders of the nation and churches in Indonesia to stand in solidarity with the reality of oppression that continues to this day.  May your grace always guide all of us, from now until forever. AMEN.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Church School Coordinator                                           Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton        Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm
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