15 March 2026                                                                                                  Lent 4
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309][Jesus] said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” - Luke 5:4 (NRSV)
	Imagine what a fisherman would think if a carpenter climbed into their boat and advised them on fishing: “To find the big fish you have to go deep!” It’s an overlooked miracle that a hothead like Peter let Jesus stay in his boat that day. 
	Have you ever presumed to know more about abundance than God? At least once a day I say to God through my thoughts and actions: “I know more about life and the way things work than you do, God! Seriously. I’m that unspiritual.  
	Unspiritual and unworthy is what Peter confessed to be right after Jesus helped him catch more fish than he dreamed possible.  It scared him. Peter begged Jesus to stay away from him. Jesus ignored that request and deepened Peter’s job into a bottomless vocation: to become a fisher of people.  Maybe what we are most afraid of is not scarcity but abundance. The scarcity of the shallows isn’t deeply fulfilling but it’s familiar. At least there, we can see the bottom.					-  Matt Laney  

Global Ministries Prayers for Sierra Leone - God of light and compassion, You opened the eyes of a man born blind through your Son, Jesus (John 9:1-41). We ask you now to open our eyes in Sierra Leone—to see injustices for what they are, to respond with courage, and to choose peace that flows from justice and truth, even when it is hard. Too many families have been uprooted by decisions that did not protect their land and their voices, leaving deep wounds behind. Where there is pain, bring healing. Where there is division, bring reconciliation. Where hope feels distant, plant it again. Strengthen communities of men, women, and families who are rebuilding their lives with determination—through small livelihoods, savings groups, and shared effort. Honour their resilience and bless the work of their hands. Guide our nation toward justice, unity, and peace. Amen.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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Fourth  Sunday in Lent                                                                   10 a.m. 
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

HANDBELL PRELUDE 			      “Ah, Holy Jesus” - Sandra Eithun

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
*CALL TO WORSHIP		(the 23rd Psalm in modern language)
	GOD, my shepherd! With you I don’t need a thing.
You have given me rest in lush meadows 
And find quiet pools for me to drink from.
	True to your word, You send me in the right direction.
 Even when the way goes through Death Valley,
I’m not afraid when you walk at my side.
	Your strong hand makes me feel secure.  
	You feed me a feast right in front of my enemies.
You revive my drooping head;
my cup brims with blessing.
	 Your beauty and love chase after me every day of my life.
I feel welcome in the house of GOD for the rest of my life.

*HYMN #69 		Come God, Creator, Be Our Shield	    OLD FIRST L.M.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
God of mercy, whose thoughts are not our thoughts, and whose ways are not our ways, thank you for reaching out to us even when we do not ask.  Transform us to witness to your truth and walk in your ways today, that others may be drawn into the circle of disciples.  In Jesus’ name we pray: 
														   Our Father . . . 


*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS	  (NT page 102)     	                  John 9:1-41                       (NT page 194)			Ephesians 5:8-14	           
  
CHOIR ANTHEM 		“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” - Wolff

SERMON                            “Open Your Eyes”      
   
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #164          	   Arise, Your Light is Come      		FESTAL SONG

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

HANDBELL OFFERTORY  			“Jesus Walked This Lonesome 
				   	Valley/Everlasting Love”          - Larson and Hakes
*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #212 	 O Jesus Christ, May Grateful Hymns 	    CHARTERHOUSE

*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE                                                   “Kyrie I” - François Couperin
						


Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.    
Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  A nursery is located downstairs.  
Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship.
The service is available at nostoucc.org

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God.



Serving in Worship:  Matt Sander, deacon at the door; Kris and Joe Serwinski, ushers; Sherri Boldt, lay reader.


[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Ware; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Mortiki Garcia; Julie Evans; and Kathi Thaxton.  Special prayers for Marj Misovish who just entered into hospice care. 
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Today after worship   - Mission Committee

Today - After Worship:  Cherub Choir Rehearsal in Choir Room 
 ( approx. 15-20 min)- ages 3 and up - parents welcome to attend. Cherub Choir will sing at 10 am worship on Easter Sunday, April 5.
Youth Choir will rehearse following the Cherub Choir. 
Monday, 10:30 am Study Group Walking with Jesus to Jerusalem
Wednesday, Noon:  Gals Group Pot Luck Lunch
Thursday:   6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                     7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir


COMING EVENTS
 March 29 - After Worship - (15-20 min.) Cherub Choir.
April, 25th:  Southern New England Women's Connection's
Spring Gathering at the Tolland Church with TSPECIAL PROGRAM PLANNED FEATURING ----
he Rev. Dr. Davita Foy Crabtree

Our Monthly Mission – One Great Hour of Sharing
Kids Fun Kit List for Church World Service
We have already collected many of the school kit items.  Now we are adding …    A Box of Colored pencils in the box,  2 Pocket folders
 A  Glue Stick, One Pencil pouch
This is a new idea to involve families in assembling the Fun Kits that used to be school kits. Can you please bring in these items this week or next so we can assemble the kits with the children by March 23rd? There will be a collection table in Hewitt Hall.
(Please note that we will no longer be making just school kits.)

CHOIR ANTHEM    “The King of Love, My Shepherd Is”, arr. Wolff

The King of love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am His
And He is mine forever.

Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
But yet in love, He sought me
And on His shoulder gently laid,
And home, rejoicing, brought me.

In death’s dark vale, I fear no ill,
With Thee, dear Lord, beside me,
Thy rod and staff my comfort still;
Thy cross before to guide me.

And so, through all the length of days,
Thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise
Within thy house forever.



All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved.  Invocation from Taught by Love, p. 63
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