22 March 2026                                                                                                  Lent 5
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309]“. . . Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. – Acts 16:20 NIV
	Have you been praying about a situation in your life and found yourself waiting for a breakthrough? Waiting for answers is a fact of life . . . And I believe how we wait will determine how long we wait.
	A passive person hopes something good will happen and is willing to sit around waiting to see if it does. The expectant person, on the other hand, is hopeful, believing the answer is just around the corner . . . It’s just like when a woman is pregnant . . .  She is expectant, and she'll wait as long as it takes.  (And in the waiting, she’s working and preparing for the baby to come!)
	Once we've asked God to answer a question or solve a problem, we need to be eagerly awaiting the answer. (while serving and trusting in God).  In many cases this waiting period actually serves as a time of preparation for the answer. In prison Paul and Simon waited – and served.  Then the earthquake broke their bonds and the walls!  So don't give up! Don’t stop believing! Stay full of hope and expectation. God's power is limitless, and He'll break through for you.						-Joyce Meyer, adapted 

Global Ministries Prayers for India - Almighty God, we thank You for Your grace, goodness, and faithfulness upon the Family Village Farm. We are grateful for our founder, Dr. Pauline E. King.  We pray for blessings upon the small team of staff here who work diligently.  We ask for guidance and wisdom for our nation, India, and its leadership. As the upcoming state elections approach, we pray that You place leaders in positions of authority who will govern with truth and justice. Bestow peace and safety upon the people, and grant the leaders the wisdom to rule honestly and with integrity, fostering health and development throughout the state they govern. We also pray for the residents of the Family Village Farm: the 170 children, 15 women, and 20 elders, as well as our partners and well-wishers. May Your hand of protection be upon them, blessing them with divine health, peace, joy, and prosperity.  We ask all these things in the mighty name of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. Amen.
 
Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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March 22, 2026

Fifth  Sunday in Lent                                                                   10 a.m. 
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 					“Sarabande in E Minor” - G. F. Handel 

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
*CALL TO WORSHIP	
   	We gather as pilgrims on a journey of faith.
We come seeking the awareness of God's presence 
as we travel on.
   	We come seeking light for our darkness, 
	strength for our weakness.
Shine in our hearts, O God, with the light of your love.  
Make your presence known through Jesus the Christ.

*HYMN #412 	God Moves in a Mysterious Way	    		DUNDEE C.M.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
O God, in our time of worship, and throughout the hours of our days, remain at the center of our thoughts and actions.  When all that we do seems to fly off in scattered bits and pieces as our lives spin on, draw us back to you.  Hold us together as individuals and as a community of faith.  Be for us a source of wisdom and a center of strength as we follow in the footsteps of Jesus, in whose name we pray:  Our Father . . . 

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.


*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS	       (OT page 573)     	         		Psalm 130
                                                      (NT page 157)		           Romans 8:6-11

CHOIR ANTHEM        “Out of the Depths I Cry to Thee” -K. Lee Scott
		

SERMON                                   “Waiting”

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #488          	   	   Be Still, My Soul     				    FINLANDIA

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

OFFERTORY  									     “Prayer”- Løvland

*DOXOLOGY (#780)- 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #473 	 		Blessed Assurance 		 		   ASSURANCE
 
*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE              		        “Solemn March” - Felix  Mendelssohn 
                                  


Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.    
Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  A nursery is located downstairs.  
Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship.
The service is available at nostoucc.org

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Julie Clow in celebration of Dan and Wallace Clow’s birthdays.



Serving in Worship:  Ron Robbins, deacon at the door; Steve Gadaree, Matt Sander, ushers; Dave McCord, lay reader.

                                                                                
[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Mortiki Garcia; Julie Evans; Kathi Thaxton; and Marilyn Ware.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.
Our prayers of sympathy are extended to the family of Marj Misovich who died on Saturday, March 14th.  

We welcome guest preacher the Rev. Dr. Mobby Larson today while Sue is away. Mobby is an active member of our music ministry here at church, singing in the Senior Choirs and ringing in the Handbell choir. Mobby is a retired pastor of Ledyard Congregational Church UCC and serves as pulpit supply for churches in the area, as well as in the pulpit here occasionally when Pastor Sue is away.  Mobby has rung in the well-known Shoreline Ringers handbell ensemble and also rings with the group EmBellish. We are extremely blessed to have Mobby as part of our church’s ministry.  



Today - After Worship:  Cherub Choir Rehearsal in Choir Room
 ( approx. 15-20 min)- ages 3 and up - parents welcome to attend. Cherub Choir will sing at 10 am worship on Easter Sunday, April 5. 
Monday, 10:30 am  - No Study Group
Thursday,  5:00-5:40 pm:  Youth Choir
              6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                     7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir


COMING EVENTS
 March 29 –9:30 Palm “Parade” on Main Street; 
10 a.m. worship with palms.  
 After Worship - (15-20 min.) Cherub Choir.

April 2nd – Maundy Thursday Service 7:00 p.m.
April 5th  - Easter Sunrise 6:15 at Edwards Vinyard
10 am Celebration of the Resurrection, sanctuary
April, 25th:  Southern New England Women's Connection's
Spring Gathering at the Tolland Church with TSPECIAL PROGRAM PLANNED FEATURING ----
he Rev. Dr. Davita Foy Crabtree

Our Monthly Mission – One Great Hour of Sharing

Kids Fun Kit List for Church World Service
We have already collected many of the school kit items.  Now we are adding …    A Box of Colored pencils,  2 Pocket folders
 A  Glue Stick, One Pencil pouch
This is a new idea to involve families in assembling the Fun Kits that used to be school kits. Can you please bring in these items this week or next so we can assemble the kits with the children by March 23rd? There will be a collection table in Hewitt Hall.

GOOD FRIDAY WALK,       FRIDAY, April 3rd 
Registration:  … between 7 & 9 am
Mystic Congregational Church, 43 Boad Street.
Please collect your list of sponsors
Funds donated are for our local Care and Share.
The walk goes to Old Mystic United Methodist Church & back.
There are chase cars if you need a ride back at any time.
There are Stations of the Cross along the way.

All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. Prayers and liturgical elements are adapted from resources by Ann Weems, and by Ruth C. Duck, ed.
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