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The Congregational Church
of
 North Stonington, U.C.C.

   89 Main Street
North Stonington, CT 06359
NoStoUCC@comcast.net
   NoStoUCC.org


May 17, 2026
					       New Members


SEVENTH  SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                   10 a.m. “As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE  							    

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP	 
	We lift our eyes to the heavens
And raise songs of joy to the Creator of the Universe.  
	We remember the One who shared our common lot
And through his life demonstrated the Way we should walk.  
	We open ourselves to the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 
And together seek revelation and wisdom this day.  

*HYMN #70      God is Here,  As We Your People Meet  	     ABBOT’S LEIGH

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
God of all times and places, whose promise of the Holy Spirit is for us as well as for generations past, let your blessing fall on us while we are together, clothing us with the resources to be your witnesses, the body of Christ, in our time.  Enlighten and transform us as we open ourselves to welcome this day.  
 In the name of Christ, we pray.…Our Father…

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS (insert)

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS    		(NT page 91)		            Luke 24:44-53
(NT page 118)			     Acts 1:1-11


SERMON    			     The Best is Yet to Come     

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #257          		Alleluia, Gracious Jesus          		    HYFRYDOL

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

OFFERTORY     

  *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 	Response:       Lord, hear our prayer 


*HYMN #76      		Sent Forth by God’s Blessing  	    THE ASH GROVE
*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE  									

Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may

We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook thru nostoucc.org    
Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you.  

We welcome back guest organist, Douglas Green while Mike is recovering from appendix surgery. Doug is the retired Director of Music and Organist at the Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich where he served for 43 years. Mr. Green is a graduate of Westminster Choir College. While at the cathedral he directed the Norwich Diocesan Choir as well as multiple choirs, both choral and handbell. Doug was with us last week and many other times. Please welcome him back today. 

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.


The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Julie Clow to welcome our new members.

Serving in Worship  Ron Robbins, deacon; Dave McCord, Monica Eppinger, ushers; Dave McCord, lay reader.


Welcome New Members!  
Jay and JJ Macko: “JJ and I were both baptized in the United Congregational Church as were my parents, Grandparents and ancestor Anne Hutchinson from the original settlers in Plymouth, Mass.  We were blessed to discover this, our next spiritual home, and enjoy reconnecting with the same spirit of freedom to discover our Lord's way in the same way as our ancestors, blessing us with the teachings of Jesus and The Word of God.
Kara &Terry Holton: are returning to the church after 30 years in PA attending Forest Grove Presbyterian Church.  They have two sons, Samuel; and Nathan who just graduated from Penn State and is moving back to CT for work. 
Janice Rubin: is married to Stephen and will celebrate 31st anniversary on May 20th. She is sister to Sharon.  She has a beloved miniature schnauzer, Ava.  Jan enjoys baking, camping in many different U.S. cities, and playing shuffleboard.  She retired 6 years ago but continues to help out with elderly & dementia patients.  She has been a friend of the church for 4 years, helping make pie.  Folks of this congregation have made her feel welcome and because of this she would like to become a member.  



[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Kathi Thaxton; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; and Michael Noonan. 
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.





Monday, 10:30 am:   Study Group
		7 pm :	Church Council (rescheduled)
           12-8 pm: Town Budget Referendum (voting at old high school)
Wednesday Noon:  Women’s connection, brown bag lunch
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.
  			6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 

COMING EVENTS
May 31:   HELO Guest Speaker, Elisabeth Kennedy

MAY IS BLANKET MONTH !
Please donate to Mother’s Day Blanket Fund thru Church World Service. When our neighbors around the world are in need, even $10 for a single blanket goes a long way. When difficult times happen, a kind and loving response can make all the difference. That’s why the Church World Service Blankets program was created—to give a kind, loving and tangible response to someone facing a difficult time, reminding them that they are not alone. Mother’s Day Cards are available as you make a donation. BLANKET THE WORLD WITH LOVE.


All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 






RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS
	INTRODUCTION OF NEW MEMBERS
	THE VOWS OF THE NEW MEMBERS
   *	THE CONGREGATION’S RESPONSE:
We welcome you with joy, as partners, into the fellowship of this church.  We promise you our friendship and prayers as we share the hopes and the mission that God offers.  By the power of the Holy Spirit may we continue to grow together in God’s knowledge and love.  

    *	Sharing of the Covenant
We covenant, One with Another, to see and to respond to the Word and the Will of God as taught in the Holy Scriptures and as taught in the Experiences of Life.  We seek to live the Life of Love and Prayer and to walk together in the Ways of the Lord, made known and yet to be made known to us.  We hold it to be the Mission of the Church to Witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in all the World, while worshiping God and striving for Truth.  As did our Forebears, we depend upon the Holy Spirit to lead and empower us.  We pray for the coming of the Kingdom of God, and we look, with Faith, toward the Triumph of Righteousness and the Life Everlasting.  Amen and amen.

    *	THE HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
    *	PRAISE RESPONSE (Hymn #350, vss. 2 & 3)

Teach us to use our lives, with purpose and with power
For visions of a better world and for decision’s hour
To choose the way of life, reject the way of death
Until the radiant force of God fills mind and strength
						And breath
Teach us to love in truth, to give and to receive
With joyful and with open hearts with all that we believe
To seek another’s good, to honor what is right
To let our will and our desire be held in holy light





May 28 is Menstrual Health Care Awareness Day

Join our church in assembly of period packs on Thursday, June 28 from 4 pm – 5 pm 

Why Menstrual Care Matters

Access to basic menstrual supplies isn’t guaranteed. For many people facing difficult times, items like pads and hygiene products can be hard to afford or unavailable— creating stress, discomfort and barriers to everyday life. 

 Menstrual supplies support health, comfort, and confidence 

 During difficult times, access isn’t always guaranteed 

 Period Packs offer care and reassurance when it’s needed most 

 Always needed … always appreciated!



​

















17 May 2026_______________________________                      Easter 7
“Moses implored the Lord God and said, “Remember your promise to your servants—to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; for you swore by your own self.”
								 - Exodus 32:13 (adapted) 
	“You promised!”   The tyke was beside herself the way only a 3-year-old can be: red-faced, stamping her feet at her embarrassed dad in the store. Had he broken a promise? Whatever it was, she wanted him to know that she remembered, and she needed him to remember, too.  
	“You promised!”    In scripture, God is always telling us to remember. Remember what happened at the Red Sea, in the desert, at the Jordan. Remember that you belong to me, you’re a rescued people, you have a duty to the world, and to every creature in it. You promised. Don’t forget. 
	But scripture says God needs reminding, too. Open its pages and you’ll hear it everywhere, the anguished, demanding cry of a people in need of God’s faithfulness: “Where are you? Have you forgotten? You promised!” 
	Reminder and complaint, accountability and accusation.  We remember. But do you? You promised, now deliver. It’s not presumption or impudence or faithlessness to demand that God be answerable for God's promises. It’s relationship. If ours is real, we’ll yell and stamp our feet.	
	Come, Holy Spirit:  deepen our faith in the One who created us, confidence in the One who saved us and fill our hearts with your peace.   Amen.									-Mary Luti

Global Ministries Prayers for Kenya:  OAIC (Organization of African Instituted Churches) Just Communities took the lead in collaborating with other organizations to bring together a Women of Faith sharing fair and workshop.  Participants came to discuss the importance of sharing knowledge and information and working together to sustain food security, the environment, and to respond to climate change. The meeting emphasized the need to live in harmony with nature and with each other, regardless of differences in faith. 

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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