 21 December 2025		    Advent 4
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309]“My soul glorifies the Lord  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for God has been mindful     of the humble state of his servant.		-Luke 1:46b-48 
	Mary’s song is called the Magnificat because the translation also reads “my soul magnifies the Lord…”  Wendy Clair Barrie writes “To magnify is to enlarge, and that is what Mary’s song challenges us to do – to enlarge our vision of who is blessed, of whom God acts in and through.”  	
	The hospitality that God calls each of us to extend to others is grounded in the same hospitality that God offers to us.  Hospitality is fundamentally about making room for others – creating room in our hearts, homes, and lives for people to experience welcome, acceptance and care. 
	For people of faith, for us as Christians, hospitality and generosity are meant to be the center of a living faith grounded in the life Jesus models for us.  It begins in making room in our lives for Jesus.  													Living Compass 

Global Ministries Prayers for Nicaragua - Beloved Lord, today we raise our voices for the nation of Nicaragua. We ask that you extend your hand of mercy upon its people, bring peace where there is conflict, hope where there is pain, and unity where there is division. Bless its leaders with wisdom and justice, and strengthen every family so that they may live with dignity, faith, and love. We pray for the churches that suffer from the lack of worship and for the families in rural communities who lack the necessary resources for their loved ones. You know that our plea is for the final approval of the CEPAD-AGAPE Nicaragua organization so that it may continue serving and accompanying poor families as it has done for 52 years. May your light shine upon this beautiful land and may your peace be the foundation of its future. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm	860-535-0379
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT							10 a.m.  

“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

HANDBELL PRELUDE  “Christmas Rejoicing”      Douglas Wagner

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP
*CALL TO WORSHIP
	Prepare the way of the Lord;
Make a path for our God in the desert.  
	Each valley shall be exalted; 
Every mountain will be laid low.  
	The crooked shall be made straight; 
Rough places shall become plain. 
	The glory of the Lord shall be revealed;
And all people shall see it together. 
	This is the promise of the Lord; 
And it shall be fulfilled!  Amen

*HYMN #101 			Comfort O My People				     PSALM 42

CHERUB CHOIR         “The New Little Baby Boy”            Ann F. Price 

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
Ever-reaching, with-us God, we don’t always know the words to pray. But no matter our words, we know that you are listening.  So today, holy God, we want to say thank you for the “reachers.”  Thank you for the people in our life who have reached for us when we have needed it most.
Thank you for friends and family, for Sunday school teachers and church members, for therapists and school chaplains, for neighbors and attentive strangers.  Thank you for sending us your people.  Hear our prayer:   Our Father . . . 
*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING 				  The Stefanowicz Family
Let us pray:  Lord, rekindle in us the dying embers of Faith with the power of the Incarnation, of the Cross, and  of the Resurrection to rebuild our broken world with friendship and laughter with music and dance with your Life-giving Spirit, to weave all creation and all nations into your garland of changeless Love. Amen.
		Sung response to tune of O Come Emmanuel:                                                                                                                                                                      
“O Come, O come Emmanuel.”
Come, lift the weight of wea - riness.
Come bring your joy to all of our days.
And set us free to sing …    your praise,
How long?  Not long.  Emmanuel 
is come to us, to all the world.  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

YOUTH CHOIR                            “Sing Noel”                                      Sleeth



TIME FOR CHILDREN  

SCRIPTURE LESSONS		(OT page 636)		            Isaiah 7:10-17
								(NT page 1)		       Matthew 1:18-25          
ANTHEM 	                                     “Advent Meditation” -  arr. Liebergen
      Robin Crandall, recorder 

SERMON				       Unexpected Father
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #105          	   Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear    	    JOSEPH LIEBER


OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

HANDBELL OFFERTORY              “Angels Singing, Tidings Ringing!”                                                                  
                                           (based on Dona Nobis Pacem)   - Wagner

*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer
	

*HYMN #117 	Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates		  TRURO L.M. 

*BENEDICTION   
POSTLUDE         “Angels from the Realms of Glory” - arr. Burkhardt Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may.


We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.     

Welcome.   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  A nursery is located downstairs.  
The service is available at nostoucc.org

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Rob and Melissa Rockwell celebrating their 33rd wedding anniversary.  

Serving in Worship  Julie Clow, deacon; Patty Danley, Monica Eppinger, ushers; Kevin Noonan, lay reader.


[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Barr; Jason Lautzenheiser; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard who is on life support;  Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Julie Evans; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Gabby Ricci; and Patty Danley and Dave McCord.  
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Rosemary will be on vacation December 29, returning to the office on January 5.

Please show appreciation for retired clergy and their families…
“Grace upon Grace.” John 1:16
We collect your special offerings for the Christmas Fund throughout December.  Caring for our pastors in the UCC.
	United Church of Christ congregations and members have blessed the Christmas Fund of the Pension Board with their generosity for many years. This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who are facing a time of need.  Thank you!

CALENDAR
Monday, 10:30:  Study Group, “The Case for Christmas” 
December, 24 - Christmas Eve
	5:00 pm:   Family Service with Youth Choir; Alice Robbins, soloist
 9:30 pm:  Prelude Music with Sr. Choir, Handbell Choir and 
                         Michelle Macina, flautist
10:00 pm:  Candlelight Service with choirs and soloist, Renee Celey

ANTHEM						“Advent Meditation” - arr. Lieberge
Oh holy, child bless a child,
bring us Thy peace and love.
Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace;
alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace;

Emmanuel, Son of God, come to the manger stall. 
Alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace;
alleluia, alleluia, Lord, bring us peace;

Dona Nobis pacem. 
O holy child, blessed child, bring us Thy peace and love.
[image: ]

The altar garland is given by Marty Booker and Sue Johnson and families in memory of their aunts, Sarah and Dotty Brown, and Elizabeth Hermes; 

The Poinsettias are given to the glory of God by the following people:
The Allen Family in memory of Connie and Joe Bialek;
The Allen Family in memory of Gloria and Ray Allen;
Marty and Dan Booker in memory of Chet and Mary Booker;
Monica Eppinger in memory of Frank Eppinger; 
Sue Johnson and Marty Booker in memory of their parents,  
               Jim and Mary Brown;                       
Sue Latourette in memory of Red & Judy Latourette
		Harry & Dorothy Bowers; Vesta & Alvin Latourette.                                            
Dave McCord in memory of Betty and Bob McCord;                                           
Rob & Lori Miner in memory of Lori’s mom, Sandy Watson   
               and Rob’s mom and dad, Merle and Lawton Miner;
The Noonan Family in memory of Gerard and Barbara 
       Noonan and James and Ruth Hoffman;  
Mac Turner in memory of Patricia Turner;  and
The Weicksel Family in memory of their grandparents.



All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 
Call to Worship from Cloth for the Cradle, p 41 
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