3 May 2026_______________________________                           Easter 5
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309]Then [Jesus] said to them, “The sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the sabbath.” - Mark 2:27 (NRSV) 
	Jesus healed and did other work on the sabbath, and when he caught heat for it, he snarked at his adversaries just as he did in the quote above from Mark’s Gospel.  And he wasn’t wrong. God made the sabbath into a commandment not to constrain us, but to bless us. 
	But even Jesus could have stood a bit more rest. Maybe if he’d had to stay in ministry for more than 3 years, he would have cultivated better sabbath practices. Even when he ran away to pray by himself, the crowds often pursued him, found him, and put him back to work. And he let them. In the midst of dismantling systems of oppression, he let this one stand.  
	In Rest is Resistance: A Manifesto, Tricia Hersey writes, “Loving ourselves and each other deepens our disruption of the dominant systems. They want us unwell, fearful, exhausted, and without deep self-love because you are easier to manipulate when you are distracted by what is not real or true.” 
God, you needed rest. So do we. Let us be so full of love that we can accept—and share—the command of sabbath. Amen.	-Molly Baskette

Global Ministries Prayers for Jamaica  Faithful God, we thank You that You are always there with us through all the changing scenes of life, in trouble and in joy. We pray for the people of Jamaica as we continue rebuilding after the devastation caused by Hurricane Melissa and as we approach another hurricane season.  Give us wisdom to prepare wisely so that we will be able to withstand devastating effects. Almighty God, we pray for the United Theological College of the West Indies, an institution which You have raised up to equip men and women for Your ministry in the Caribbean and beyond. We thank You for preserving this institution for the past sixty years. As we are now at a crossroads, facing a financial crisis, we pray that You will provide for us abundantly and give us vision for the way forward. Hear our prayer, O Lord, our God, as we pray in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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Communion

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                          10 a.m. “As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE  		          “Prelude in F Major” (BWV 556) - J. S. Bach	

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP		          
	Let us gaze into heaven and see the glory of God.
God is our rock and refuge, a strong fortress.  
  	We come to ask, to receive and to serve.  
We have come to find the way, the truth, and the life.    

*HYMN #400	Christ is Made the Sure Foundation	   REGENT SQUARE

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
Loving God, we admit to you that we don’t know the way. We forget how to listen for Your voice. We demand signs that hardship will end, because uncertainty is too heavy a burden. And yet, You have shown us the way of love. You have shown us that our acts of love are powerful, able to overcome fear and hopelessness. Remind us of who You have called us to be, and what You have called us to do: love one another. In the name of Christ, we pray.…Our Father…

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSON    		(NT page 108)			John 14:1-14
(NT page 126)			Acts 7:51-60

CHOIR ANTHEM  	   “How Firm a Foundation” - Paul E. Koch  
		
SERMON    			           “Hope Fulfilled” 

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #331          		Come My Way     	   	 		 	   THE CALL
You may hold up Prayer Requests for an usher to collect during hymn.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 	Response:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

OFFERTORY
 “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”- J. C. Bach

  *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

	SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gentle and holy God, we acknowledge to You, to one another, and to ourselves that we are not what You have called us to be.  Have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and help us to live our lives differently.    Now hear our prayers . .  .

PERSONAL CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Be of good courage, for God sent the Word into the world not to judge, but to save.  In the name of Jesus Christ our sin is forgiven.  
	Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 
	let us live as children of God.  Amen
THE INVITATION
-WORDS OF INSTITUTION
-THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
	-THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
We receive the bread, hold it, and eat together
                          We receive the cup and drink as we receive.  
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
O God, we come away from this table nourished, in body, in spirit, in soul You have fed us with your Word and with the assurance of your presence eternally in our lives.  We go forth open to the wonder of life and all you bless us with.  Amen

*HYMN #410          If You But Trust in God to Guide You  	      NEUMARK
*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE  				  “Fugue in F Major” (BWV 556) - J. S. Bach

Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook thru nostoucc.org    

Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God.

The steeple is lit this week by The Noonan Family in memory of Mary Sherman.



[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]Serving in Worship  Anne Nelson, deacon at the door; Steve Gadaree,    Matthew Sander, ushers;  Kevin Noonan, Patty Danley, Communion;   Gretchen Noonan, lay reader.
We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Kathi Thaxton; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; and Elizabeth Witter. 
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.




VToday after worship:  Youth Choir
Monday, 10:30 am:   Study Group
Thursday:   5-5:40 pm - Youth Choir;   6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                     7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir
COMING EVENTS
MAY 9,  9 AM – 12 PM:   NSGC Plant Sale
       11, 7 PM:  Church Council.
May 12, 5 -6:30 pm:   Community Dinner
May 17: New Members Join
May 31:   HELO Guest Speaker, Elisabeth Kennedy

SENIOR CHOIR ANTEM 											  - Koch			How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
		Is laid for your faith in his excellent Word!
		What more can he say than to you he hath said, 
		To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
		“Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed,
		for I am thy God, I will still give thee aid;
		I’ll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
		Upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand.
		“When through the deep waters, I call thee to go,
		The rivers of sorrow shall not over flow;
		For I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless,
		And sanctify to thee they deepest distress.
		“The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose,
		I will not, I will not desert to his foes;
		That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
		I’ll never, no, never, no, never, no, never forsake.
All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 
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(JOHN 14:6)




