15 November 2026                                                                              Pentecost 26                                                                          
 
Then [Nehemiah] said to them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions of them to those for whom nothing is prepared, for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 									- Nehemiah 8:10 (NRSV) 
There’s a lot going on in these brief instructions.  Having returned to Jerusalem, Israel’s exiles are overwhelmed with both gratitude and grief. So much has been lost that even the hope of the temple’s restoration will require more of them than they think they have. And then?  
	Before they’ve had a minute to process all that lies ahead of them, there is Bible study, a reading and exposition of the word. It reminds them that they are not alone, that the Holy One has been with them all along and is with them still. The reminder of favored identity and unfailing grace sets them to weeping: tears of relief and rejoicing flow silently between sobs of repentance and regret. 
	And that’s how life usually goes: Ups and downs, exile and homecoming, success and struggle, abandoning God and then noticing our longing, plus the pride, the fall, the getting up again—all with holy help. This is the sacred mix that is life with God. 
	This is the life we have been given, and this is the day that God has made. So live it and share it, says the royal wine server-turned-prophet. Rejoice in it, and find your strength in the Holy One.  -Vicki Kemper

Global Ministries Prayer the Dominican Republic -  Heavenly Father,
We lift the Dominican Republic to You, asking for Your mercy, protection, and guidance. Be with families facing food insecurity and poverty. Provide them with daily bread, safe shelter, and the resources they need to live with dignity and hope. Lord, be with the immigrants. Give wisdom and understanding to leaders and neighbors as they work toward peaceful and respectful communities.                                                                                                               May justice, honesty, and kindness guide decisions that affect people’s lives. Lord, comfort those who are sick, grieving, or discouraged. Renew their strength and remind them that they are never forgotten. Let Your people be a source of hope, generosity, and encouragement. May Your blessings rest upon the Dominican Republic. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
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26th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST   						     10 a.m.  

“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into 
our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity or expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE	 	“Fanfare (St. George’s Windsor)” -Charles Callahan 
			
SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP							Psalm 90:1-2, 17
	Lord, you have been our dwelling place
	 throughout all generations.
Before the mountains were born
or you brought forth the whole world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
	May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;
Establish the work of our hands for us—
yes, establish the work of our hands.

*HYMN #22	  Sing Praise to God, Who Has Shaped	LOBE DEN HERREN

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
Gracious God, we turn our restless spirits to your healing and encounter your peace and passion in the gathering places of our society.  Bless in this sanctuary where we seek the intimacy of worship, and bless us throughout the wanderings of our daily lives.  In Jesus’ name we pray:   Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 	Glory to the Creator, the Christ,
the Holy Spirit Three in One; As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.  

*PASSING OF THE PEACE
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 
(We greet one another with a handshake of peace.) 

YOUTH CHOIR              “Never Forget to Be Thankful” - Natalie Sleeth

TIME FOR CHILDREN  
(The children are invited to attend church school.)

SCRIPTURE LESSONS   (NT page 205)          1 Thessalonians 5:1-11               		                             (NT page 28)                         Matthew 25:14-30 

SENIOR CHOIR	    “Hymn of Thanksgiving” - arr. Anna Laura Page

SERMON	                       	   “Is it Faith?”

MOMENTS OF SILENCE			  

*HYMN #564				We Are Not Our Own				     YARNTON

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
Place prayer requests in offering plates at this time

OFFERTORY 	     “Nun danket alle Gott” - Georg Friedrich Kauffman
							
*DOXOLOGY (#780)   
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
      Praise God above, you heavenly host;                                                                       	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Response:  Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #611			O Day of God, Draw Near				  ST. MICHAEL

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE 	       “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” - David Paxton 

Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may

Cameras are in use - We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook

Welcome to worship this morning.  Guests are invited to sign our guest book in the entry or complete the welcome card in your pew.  Please join us for Fair Trade Coffee in Hewitt Hall after worship.  Church school is open to all and a nursery room is available.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way. 

We Light the Steeple is lit this week by the Boldt family in celebration of Annie’s 27th birthday.

The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by the Boldt family in celebration of Annie’s 27th birthday.

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Nancy Rockwell; Mark Ball; George Haimbach; and Yana whose sister Viita died in Ukraine.   Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Serving in Worship Today:   Dave McCord, deacon;  Patty Danley, Monica Eppinger, ushers; Dave McCord, lay reader.

Today, 11:30 am:  Thankful Dinner
Monday, 10:30 am:  Study Group
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.
	       5:0 0-5:40 pm : Youth Choir 
              6:00-7:00 pm:  Senior Choir              
              7:15-8:30 pm:  Handbell Choir  


Coming Events
November 22 after worship:  Advent Set-up with Hot Cocoa and snacks (Chrismon Tree, Advent Wreath, Nativity)
Jammie Grammie
November 1 – 30, Jammie Grammie is collecting pajamas. Please bring in sets of new pajamas, any size: Babies and Toddlers on up.  Box available in Hewitt Hall. Thank you from the Jammie Grammie!

Senior Choir Anthem      “Hymn of Thanksgiving” arr. Anna Laura Page

We plow the fields and scatter the good seed on the land;
But it is fed and watered by God’s almighty hand.
God sends the snow in winter, the warmth to swell the grain,
The breezes and the sunshine, and soft refreshing rain.

You only are the maker of all things near and far;
You paint the wayside flower, You light the evening star.
The wind and waves obey You, by You the birds are fed;
Much more to us, Your children, You give our daily bread. 

We thank You, then, Creator, for all things bright and good,
The seedtime and the harvest, our life, our health, our food.
Accept the gifts we offer, for all Your love imparts;
And what You most desire, Lord, our humble, thankful hearts!
  
 We give our humble and thankful hearts!






Worship Notes: All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have permission for one-time use. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. Invocation from Improbably Gift of Blessing, p 87
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