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   Of
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 860-535-0379
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November 1, 2026
Communion Sunday – All Saints Day


24th  SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                              10 am
As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity and expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand
 

WELCOME AND THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE             	     “Shall We Gather at the River and Deep River”        													- arr. Michael Larkin


SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP


*CALL TO WORSHIP			(based on Psalm 107) 
O give thanks to the Lord who is good; 
	whose steadfast love endures forever.  
We thank you, O God, for your steadfast love; 
for your wonderful works to humankind.  
	You satisfy the thirsty, and fill the hungry with good things. 
Fill our hearts with wisdom that we may 
ponder the majesty of your loving deeds.  

*HYMN #299	   		  For All the Saints				      SINE NOMINE

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER			(debts/debtors)
Creator God, Living Spirit, we gather under your protective and healing power today.  You have been from the beginning and always will be.  And your Words shows us that through every age and generation, You have raised up saints, people of faith who trusted Your promises and bore witness to Your hope. Their lives remind us that Your grace endures, Your mercy never fails, and Your love has no end.  For all who have come before and for all You promise, we pray:   Our Father . . . 

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 *PASSING OF THE PEACE
May the peace of Christ be with you. 
	And also with you. 
(We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace)

		Children are invited to attend church school.	

GENEROSITY MOMENT                                    Rev. Dr. Mobby Larson                   

SCRIPTURE                 	(NT page 4)		               Matthew 5:1-12
				                    (NT page 249) 		     Revelation 7:9-17

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM	
					“Shall We Gather at the River? - arr. Robert McIver


SERMON  			 For All the Saints and Not-So-Saintly	 

MOMENTS OF SILENCE  

HYMN #335	        Come, Gather in this Special Place     	  	GATHER
(The ushers will collect your Prayer requests.)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 		response: Lord hear our prayer

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	The gifts of bread and cup are a portion of what we offer

OFFERTORY			 “Come, Come Ye Saints” - arr. Ross Farnworth

*DOXOLOGY (#780) 	
Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;	
Praise God all creatures here below;	
Praise God above, you heavenly host;	
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Deacons and Ushers come forward).  

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
Holy and Merciful God, often we find the cost of discipleship too high.  We are more ready to admire the saints than follow where they have led.  The world shows us one way.  You gave us Jesus to show a better way.  Help us turn away and back to You.  Hear now our the prayers of our hearts... 

PERSONAL CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE  
	Through Christ our sins are forgiven, we are free.  
Free to be called to be children of God, to proclaim the Good News.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.  

THE INVITATION
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
The Bread – we eat of the bread together.  
	The Cup – we partake individually as received.  
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING:
Almighty and eternal God, we thank you for feeding us with spiritual food in the sacrament of Christ's body and blood, and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of his body, here and in all the world.  Make us bold to seek justice, and quick to act in compassion.  Spark our imaginations so that we may love and serve you, living into the prayer Jesus offered, “that they may all be one.”  To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and forever.  Amen

HYMN #295	   	I Sing a Song of the Saints of God	 	GRAND ISLE

*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE  					    “For All the Saints” - arr. Wilbur Held


If you need to leave during the postlude, please do so quietly…

Cameras are in Use:  We are live-streaming our service. 

Thank You for Worshiping with us! Guests are invited to sign our
guest book in the entry or complete the welcome card in your pew.  Please join us for fellowship, Fair Trade Coffee and snacks in Hewitt Hall after worship.  Church school is open to all.   
We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  

Today is All Saints Sunday. The piano prelude weaves together Shall We Gather at the River and Deep River. This medley beautifully illustrates the journey of faith: transitioning from our earthly longings and grief to the eternal promise of rest and reunion. In celebration of All Saints Sunday, all of the music and hymns have been chosen to honor this sacred communion of saints, connecting our worship on earth with the heavenly chorus of those who have gone before us.
	
  
The flowers are given to the glory God by Dennis and Mary Bliven in celebration of their 52nd anniversary and in honor of Dennis Bliven’s birthday.

Serving in Worship:   deacon, Kathi  Thaxton; Matthew Sander, Steve Gadaree, ushers, Julie Clow, Anne Nelson, serving communion, Gretchen Noonan, lay reader. 

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Nancy Rockwell; Mark Ball; George Haimbach; Lori Miner; and Felix Coulter.  Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.
	
CALENDAR
Today, 3 – 5pm:  Church School Halloween Bowling Party at Alley 					     Katz, Westerly
Monday, 10:30 am:  Study Group
Thursday:  Making Pies 
			 5:00-5:40 pm:  Youth Choir 
      			 6:00-7:00 pm: Sr. Choir 
       		 7:15-8:30 pm : Handbell Choir
COMING EVENTS
November 8 after worship:  Youth Choir
                                 10, 7 pm:  Church Council
                         15, 11;15 am:  Thankful Dinner
                         22, 11”15 am:  Chrismon Tree 
Jammie Grammie
November 1 – 30, Jammie Grammie is collecting pajamas. Please bring in sets of new pajamas, any size: Babies and Toddlers on up.  Box available in Hewitt Hall. Thank you from the Jammie Grammie!

Thanksgiving Giving at PNC - Please plan to share the following for Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center by NOVEMBER 15 – We have collection baskets at church:  Instant Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Rice, Gravy, Canned Corn, Yams, & Green Beans, Canned Peas, Pumpkin Pie Filling, Cranberry Sauce, Turkeys (12-16 lbs)*   

Senior Choir Anthem           						 -  arr.  Robert McIver

“Shall We Gather at the River?”			

Shall we gather, shall we gather, Shall we gather at the river,
Where bright angel feet have trod;
With its crystal tide forever    Flowing by the throne of God?

Refrain:  Yes, we'll gather at the river
The beautiful, the beautiful river
Gather with the saints at the river
That flows by the throne of God.

When we reach the shining river, Lay we every burden down;
Grace our spirits will deliver  And provide a robe and crown. 
Refrain

Soon we’ll reach the shining river, Soon our pilgrimage will cease;
Soon our happy hearts will quiver  With the melody of peace. 
Refrain










Stewardship Reminders for 2026
 
Thank you for giving regularly this year.
You are so important to
our Church Family!
 
Now, at year’s end, please don’t wait till December 31st to keep up with your pledges and offerings.
Hopefully we can pay our bills and move into our new year smoothly.  If you need to know your “shortfall,” your pledge payment or your member dues pledge, please call the Financial Secretary, Steve Weicksel.
                                        Thanks very much. 




Worship Notes: All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have permission for one-time use. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. 
















1 November 2026												All Saints
	“Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord. “
											- 1 Chronicles 16:33 NRSV

	Deep roots and supple strength, it is hardly a surprise that those who seem to weather the storms of life and still find joy are people who are grounded. They don’t panic easily, they are flexible, and they seem to have a sense or confidence that “everything is going to be all right.”
	In our yoga practice we build our asanas from the foundation up. We ground down to gain stability and balance before we go further into the pose. 
	In our faith practice we are rooted in God’s promise of everlasting presence and life. Our foundation is based not on our own strength, but in God’s promise. Deeply rooted and possessing supple strength, we are free to grow and revel in the joy of The Lord—no matter the weather.
	“The only trees that survive hurricanes are the ones that have deep roots and supple strength to bend with the winds of the storm.” (Baron Baptiste)   

Global Ministries Mission Prayers for Afghanistan
God of the poor in spirit and of those who mourn, we remember that your blessing rests first on those the world overlooks. We lift up the people of Afghanistan to you. We pray for families who have come home to a land they barely know, grant them shelter, work, and neighbors who welcome them. We pray for the girls who wait, year after year, for school doors to open, and for women whose learning, work, and movement are restricted. Keep their hope alive, sustain their courage, and open new paths for learning and livelihood. We pray for those who carry heavy burdens of mind and spirit, and for those who walk beside them with care .Bless the farmers, tailors, and small traders rebuilding with seeds, tools, and skills. Make their gardens fruitful and their work secure .Protect those who serve quietly among them; give them wisdom, endurance, and joy. Until the day you wipe away every tear, make us peacemakers and faithful friends. Amen.
Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com
Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator
Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary
Charlotte Melia, Sexton   Office hours:  Monday -Thursday, 9am – 1PM    
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