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  The Congregational Church
   of
   North Stonington, U.C.C.

   89 Main Street
   North Stonington, CT 06359
   860-535-0379
   NoStoUCC@comcast.net
   nostoucc.org

Easter Sunday
April 5, 2026

CELEBRATION OF THE RESURRECTION		    	   		  10 a.m.
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

*Indicates the congregation may stand.

INTROIT			
WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE   	
SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP						
	This is the Good News – the grave is empty. 
Christ is risen!  Hallelujah!    
	The light shines in the darkness and the darkness
	can never put it out.  
Once we were no people, now we are God’s people.  
	Christ is our peace that frees us.  
We have been silent in the face of fear but now we have hope.
We have found our voices, we have hope.   
Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  

*HYMN #233         	Christ the Lord Is Risen Today         EASTER HYMN

CHERUB CHOIR    		 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
Jesus, Lord of the morning, rising with the sun of the new day; in the garden still damp from dew, we find an empty tomb – you are not here!  You stand beside us risen and glorified.  You have destroyed death.  You have broken the chains of oppression.  You have gone before us into the darkest places and have made them holy.  Jesus the Christ, the same yesterday, today and for ever, yours is the victory.  On this day we welcome you, our guest.  Be with us this day as we pray:  Our Father . . . 

*GLORIA PATRI #759	
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; as it was in the beginning, 
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.                            

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
	May the peace of Christ be with you.
		And also with you.
(We greet one another with a handshake of Christ’s peace.)

YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM 

(Children are invited to church school & return for communion)
	
SCRIPTURE LESSONS			(OT page 696)		Isaiah 65:17-25
									(NT page 114)            John 20:1-18

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM 	   

EASTER MEDITATION                

*HYMN #240       		     Jesus Christ is Risen Today  	         LLANFAIR

AN EASTER PRAYER

THE OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS

OFFERTORY  					 
*DOXOLOGY (#780)                                                  	       OLD HUNDREDTH
	Praise God from Whom all blessing flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host:
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
THE INVITATION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Holy One, we confess that we have done what we should not, and have left undone those things we should have done.  In our human frailty, especially this day of new beginnings, come to us and liberate us from every burden.  Placing our trust in you we pray . . .
PERSONAL CONFESSION

WORDS OF ASSURANCE
	Everyone who lives by trust in Jesus Christ has already
	received forgiveness of sins. This gift of new life is now ours.  We, too, are witnesses of the Good News!  Christ reigns over death, filling us with newness of life.  Hallelujah!  Amen!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ELEMENTS
			We receive the bread, hold it, and eat together
			We receive the cup and drink as we receive.  
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Loving God, your love is as close to us as our own hands and feet.  People who need your love are as close to us as the people beside us, behind us and in front of us.  Send us into your world to love each other, sure that you love us, so that the world sees the new life Jesus wants for everyone.  And helps us watch for Jesus wherever we go.    Amen.  

*HYMN (insert) 			Thine Is the Glory			    JUDAS MACCABEUS

*BENEDICTION
*BENEDICTION RESPONSE	
“Hallelujah” from “Messiah” – G.F. Handel	
The Congregation is invited to join with the choir
Music is available on the front pews

POSTLUDE 

We are live-streaming on Youtube and Facebook.    

Halleluiah, Christ is Risen!  Thank you for worshiping with us today!   

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  



Serving in Worship:  Patty Danley, deacon; Kris and Joe Serwinski, ushers; Julie Clow, Matthew Sander, communion; Kevin Noonan, Lay reader.
We thank our Sr. Choir, Youth Choir, Cherub Choir, and Director of Music, Michael Noonan for the beautiful music this glorious morning.

We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Kathi Thaxton; Mark Ball; and Marilyn Ware.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

CALENDAR
Today:  Easter worship
Monday:  NO Study Group
Thursday:  No Choirs 

COMING EVENTS



April Mission Focus:  HELO Haiti and IREJN
HELO is a refuge for children that provides a home, education and essentials for life.   They have particular needs now that there is so much unrest in Haiti.  
April 26th we focus onInterreligious Eco-Justice Network.  IREJN helps congregations keep abreast of environmental issues, connects us with programs to be a more “green” congregation.  Green Mission Envelopes for giving are provided in pews. 
 Thank you!
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Easter flowers are given to the glory of God by the following:




































Hymn tune #253		 Thine is the Glory  

Thine is the glory, risen conquering Son;
Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away
Kept the folded graveclothes where the body lay
Refrain:  Thine is the glory risen conquering Son.

	Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won
Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb!
Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 
Let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing; 
For the Lord now liveth, death has lost its sting!
Refrain:  Thine is the glory risen conquering Son
	Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life;
Life is naught without thee, aid us in our strife; 
Make us more thank conqu’rors, through thy deathless love. 
Bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above! 
Refrain:  Thine is the glory risen conquering Son
	Endless is the vict’ry thou o’er death hast won.


All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.   Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with lic.#735340-A.
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5 April 2026													Easter Sunday
“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.”  									-	Matthew 28:6

	Easter tells us of something children can’t understand because it addresses things children shouldn’t have to know: the weariness of life, the pain the profound loneliness and hovering fear of meaninglessness.  Yet in the midst of this desolation we find Jesus, triumphant over death and still shockingly alive, present to us in ways we cannot understand, much less explain. 
	In Him we find vibrancy of life, and a firm compassion that does not deny our suffering but transforms and illuminates it.  He is life itself.  As life incarnate, he could not be held back by death.  
	“O death where is your sting?  O Hell where is your victory?” wrote St. John Chrysostom, in a fourth-century sermon that is still used in every Orthodox church on Easter.   And we sing it today.  
			-Frederica Mathewes-Green, American Orthodox writer and columnnist


Global Ministries Prayer for Israel/Palestine:  Gracious God, our Heavenly Father, by the resurrection of your beloved Son, Jesus our Lord, you have turned sadness into joy, doubt into faith, anxiety into peace, darkness into light, and despair into hope.  May the victory of your love manifest in the resurrection of our Lord deepen our own faith and empower our living hope to serve you with determination and courage, and to live out the prayer we often utter: “Your kingdom come!” Amen.







Ministers:  the congregation
Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com
Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator
Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary
Charlotte Janda, Sexton         
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9AM - 1 PM
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