9 August 2026_____________________________                 _Pentecost 11                                                                                     
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309]“When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the brothers and sisters encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. When he arrived, he was a great help to [the believers]”. 
													- Acts 18:27 (NIV) 
	Apollos was a Jew from Alexandria with profound knowledge of Hebrew Scriptures.  He was baptized into the Body of Christ through the ministry of John the Baptist.  He went out to minister the Good News in Achaia and really benefited the believers in that area.  Why?
Because notably, he vigorously refuted the opponents of Jesus’s gospel in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was the Messiah. 
	But by failing to defend the gospel of Christ in public, many progressive Christians today we have largely surrendered the dialogue about Christianity to the views of religious conservatives. 	
	Those who quote the words of the Bible publicly and extensively while utterly missing the meaning and message of the Word made flesh will go unchallenged as long the witness of progressive Christians is locked behind the limitations of social nicety and personal piety.  						- Kenneth Samuel					


Global Ministries Prayers for  Korea - Strengthen all who work patiently for justice, reconciliation, and lasting peace. May small but courageous acts of faith continue to open new paths toward understanding and unity. When we find ourselves surrounded by uncertainty, remind us of Jesus, who came to his disciples across the stormy sea. Give us the courage of Peter to step beyond what feels safe and familiar, trusting that Christ goes before us even in the midst of troubled waters. May your church always be a light in places of darkness, a bridge where others see barriers, and a living sign of your kingdom where justice, peace, and abundant life flourish. In the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace. Amen.


Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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The Congregational Church 
of
North Stonington, U.C.C.

   89 Main Street
North Stonington, CT 06359
NoStoUCC@comcast.net
   NoStoUCC.org

August 9, 2026

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST                                        10 a.m.
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity and expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE  						          “Cantilena” - Darwin Wolford 

		
SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

CALL TO WORSHIP		
	God within and beyond us all, teach us the silence of humility, 
The silence of wisdom and the silence of love,
	The silence that enables reflection and speaks without words.
Teach us, God to silence our own minds that we may listen 
	For the movement of your Spirit within us 
And treasure your presence in the depths of our being.  

*HYMN #355         God the Spirit, Guide and Guardian   	     HYFRYDOL

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
We seek your Presence, O God.  Open us to sense the vibrant energy coursing through the whole universe, while also knowing ourselves personally loved by You.  How amazing are the miracles of life all around us.  We thank you, and in this hour we pray our faith may be enlivened, our trust deepened, and our commitment to walk in your ways expanded.  This we pray as Jesus taught:  Our Father….

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

SPECIAL MUSIC    “El Shaddai” - Michael Card and John Thompson 
       											    Violet Weicksel, soloist 
TIME FOR CHILDREN
All children are welcome to attend church school.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS     	(OT page 326)                1 Kings 19:9–18
								(NT page 160)  		 Romans 10:5–15

SERMON 		                  “The Word Within”
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #502             Dear God, Embracing Humankind       	      REST                                                                                                                                      


OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
You may also place Prayer Requests in offering plates.

OFFERTORY 								   “Chorale” - Gordon Young 

 *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 	Response:       Lord, hear our prayer 

*HYMN #436           	God of Grace and God of Glory        CWM RHONDDA
*SHARED BENEDICTION   
	O Christ, the Master Carpenter, you at the last, through wood
	and nails, crafted our whole salvation.  
Wield well your tools in the workshop of your world
So that we who come rough hewn to your bench
May here be fashioned to a truer beauty of your hand.  
Let us all go out in peace.  Amen.  
POSTLUDE 							    “Postludium” - Gordon Young
Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may

We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook: see nostoucc.org    

Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.

Today we welcome soloist, Violet Weicksel who is offering Special Music.  Violet will be entering the seventh grade at Wheeler Middle School and is a member of our Youth Choir. She is active here at church and has performed in multiple drama productions at school. Violet loves dance and takes dance lessons studying multiple dance styles. We thank Violet for sharing her gift of music today. 

Today marks 39 years of service to our church for our Organist and Director of Music, Michael Noonan. Michael began here with his first service as Organist on Aug. 9, 1987. 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by the Noonan Family in honor of Kevin’s 35th birthday.


Serving in Worship Dave McCord, deacon; Gretchen Noonan, Kevin Noonan, ushers, Dave McCord, lay reader.

The steeple is lit this week by the Noonan Family in honor of Kevin’s 35th birthday.




[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Denise Hager; Roseanne Sherman; Nancy Rockwell; Mimi Borden; and George Haimbach (Brian’s brother-in-law).
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Summer is about Hunger Awareness at the PNC ... 
Help the PNC feed the people in our town.  One focus is for “The Weekender Backpack Program” Children fill their backpacks every Friday – so please bring foods early in the week.  Or use the green envelopes in the pews to make your do326)nation. Your contribution will help purchase milk and food to help feed children and adults from North Stonington.  

Summer Music  Our choirs have earned a well-deserved break for the summer. During summer worship, we offer our “Summer Music” program. Anyone is invited to offer a song during summer worship. You do not need to be in choir to offer to sing or play. Just sign up on the summer music sign-up sheet in the choir room or see Mike. 

CALENDAR
Tuesday, 7 p.m.:   Church Council
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.

COMING EVENTS
August 16th  11:10 am  Midsummer Think-Tank and Potluck 
We need your knowledge!  This is a get-together for lunch and to gather information of any history of the church or projects done in the past.  For instance:  Who knows when the steeple was repaired?  Anything you know  - or can help with – Bring it!  

 Save the Date! 
September 19th HELO Haiti 
Benefit – Contra Dance at Baypoint Club, East Hampton, CT 
   
All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. Benediction from Iona Abbey Worship Book, p 67; Invocation from Touched By Love, Baylor. 
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