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The Congregational Church
of
North Stonington, U.C.C.
 89 Main Street
  North Stonington, CT 06359
 860-535-0379
 NoStoUCC@comcast.net
 website: NoStoUCC.org


November 23, 2025 



25th SUNDAY OF PENTECOST     			  	     10 a.m.
 “As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”
*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE     	  “The Ash Grove” (A Song of Thanksgiving) - Cassler   

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP		
	Come all thankful people.  Come!  
We gather before God and lift our songs of praise!
 	God our maker provides for our wants to be supplied.  
We give thanks for God’s generous spirit.   
Let us give thanks for the beauty of the earth. 
We give thanks for the blessings of food and family, 
church and faith, to God from whom all blessings flow.  

*HYMN #422		Come, O Thankful People, Come       ST. GEORGE’S WINDSOR

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 				(debts - debtors)
Wondrous Spirit, Creator God, we raise to you our joyful noise: words of thanksgiving, songs of praise!  You dapple our days with sun and our nights with starlight.  May your love and peace flow unceasingly upon your creation.  May your good-ness transform us, deepening  our gratitude for the kindness among us, the bread broken for us.  Lead us, we pray, in blessing the lives of others, so all your world may have reason to rejoice.  Hear us as we pray: Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 
(We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace)

YOUTH CHOIR ANTHEM     “Simple Gifts Are Best”  - Eugene Butler

TIME FOR CHILDREN		    
Children are now invited to attend church school…

GENEROSITY MOMENT

SCRIPTURE LESSONS           (OT page 725)   	         Jeremiah 23:1-6
                                                       (NT page 58)	                     Luke 1:68-79

 ANTHEM      “Come, Ye Thankful People” - Van Denman Thompson 

SERMON			          “Thy Kingdom Come”

MOMENTS OF SILENCE  

*HYMN  #420                    We Praise You, O God	    				 KREMSER

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
(The ushers will collect the offering and Prayer requests.)


OFFERTORY  -  “Nun danket alle Gott”   -Georg Friedrich Kaufmann

*DOXOLOGY (#780)
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE             Response:  Lord hear our prayer

*HYMN #419             Now Thank We All Our God      		  NUN DANKET

* BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE                                “Now Thank We All Our God” - J.S. Bach
( If you need to exit during the postlude, please do so quietly.)

We are live-streaming our services for home viewing
on YouTube and Facebook.
Welcome to worship this morning.  Guests are invited to sign our guest 
book in the entry or complete the welcome card in your pew.  Children are welcome to attend church school even if just visiting.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.

The flowers this morning  are given to the glory of God in loving memory of Bruce Gillie by Polly Gillie. The cornucopia is given to the glory of God by Kathi Thaxton.  


Serving Worship Today:  Evelyn Bamford, deacon at the door; Gretchen Noonan, Kevin Noonan, ushers; Gretchen Noonan, lay reader.
	

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Marilyn Barr; Jason Lautzenheiser; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; Lillian Hesselman, Kim’s friend who recently passed away;  David Allard who is on life support;  Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Julie Evans; Pam Cekala; Sue Pianka; Patty Danley; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Raul Rois; Ray Wells; Brian Hager; and Gabby Ricci. Prayers of sympathy are extended to the family of Chuck Meringer who has died.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.


CALENDAR
Today after worship: Set up for Advent, all invited to participate.
Monday – Wednesday:  Pie Fest
Thursday:  Office closed in observance of Thanksgiving
                     No Choir.  Happy Thanksgiving!
COMING EVENTS
 November  30 - After Worship (for 20 minutes) - Cherub Choir with Mrs. Thaxton in Choir room. (ages 3 and up - parents may attend - Children will sing on December 21 at 10 am worship) 
                  After worship:  Youth Choir, rehearsing in sanctuary.  
December 14, 3 pm:  Stonington Madrigal Singers here in our sanctuary. Donations gratefully accepted. Reception to follow. 
 December 18 - 6 pm :   Live Nativity 		

Jammie Grammie [image: Image result for children in pajamas clipart] Pajama Collection Now thru November 30th   All children’s sizes in new pajamas.  First Baptist Church will collect our box and on December 1 at 6 pm, you are invited to help with sorting, labeling and packaging.

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM      			-  Van Denman Thompson 

Come, come, 
Come, ye thankful people come. 
Raise the song of harvest home. 
Come, people, come, 
To God’s temple come.
Come to God’s own temple, come,
Raise the song of harvest home.

Now thank we all our God
With heart and hands and voices.
Who won things half done,
In whom his world rejoices.

Praise, praise, and thanks to God,
Who from our mother’s arms,
Hath blessed us on our way
With gifts of love,
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours, and still is ours, is ours today.

Eternal God, through whose mighty pow’r our father’s won their liberties of old;
Grant, we beseech thee, that all the people of this land
May have grace to maintain those liberties in righteousness and peace.

 All praise and thanks to God
The Father now be given,
The Son, and him who reigns
With them in highest heaven.
Praise, thanks,
Praise, all praise to God!

Our Annual Christmas Bazaar
with Bistro Style Take-Out Lunch

Saturday, December 6th, 2025
9 am till 1pm

Take-Out Meal with Pulled Pork sandwiches, sides and a la carte Desserts    11:30 am till 1 pm
  
Several Local Vendors,
Baked Goods, Jams and Relishes, Pies, Cookie Trays, Fair Trade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, Gift Table with Home Sewn items
(credit cards accepted for your purchases)
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Worship Notes: All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have permission for one-time use. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A.   Call to Worship and invocation adapted from Blessing New Voices, p 129


What is the hope for each of us regarding our stewardship in our daily lives of living faith?
·        We are invited to participate in the work of our 	church
·        And to be engaged in such a way as to increase 	its impact and effectiveness for all in the 				church family
·        People need to know that our mission and 			ministry matter
·        Through pledging as a steward each year, each 		one is offered a meaningful way to contribute
·        When all of us respond to campaigns or even 	take a role on the team, we can achieve the goals 	that have been set.
·        Our faith-based approach to giving by each 	member and friend of the church is the best way 	to meet the mark
·        Everyone has an opportunity to be well 	informed by reading the mailings, The Village 	Chimes and participation in worship. 
·        Then each can prayerfully choose to give in the 	best way he or she can, contributing with pledges, 	donations, special fund drives and more. 
 ·        And by the way, our generosity team needs     	helpers.  Please consider how you might assist!
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Global Ministries Prayer for Lesotho: Gracious and Merciful God,
At Calvary’s hill, Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” You turned suffering into salvation, darkness into light, and despair into hope. May that same redemptive power heal our land and renew our hearts. We lift our beloved country, Lesotho, into Your loving hands. Lord, forgive us where we have fallen short and heal the wounds of our land. Bring unity where there is division, justice where there is oppression, and peace where there is turmoil. May Your grace flow through our mountains and valleys, reviving our people with the spirit of truth, compassion, and love. Pour out Your spirit of peace and unity upon our leaders and people, that we may live with love, truth, and righteousness guiding our steps. Amen.

Ministers: the congregation
Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com
Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator
Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary
Charlotte Melia, Sexton       Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9 am - 1 pm
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The Church as Innkeeper

“All humanity are our neighbors.”
St Augustine of Hippo

he familiar Parable of the Good Samaritan tells the story of the Priest and
Tlhe Levite who walked past a person in the ditch and the Good Samaritan
who stopped to help. We often overlook another character in the story: the
innkeeper. The Good Samaritan brought the wounded person to the inn, where the

innkeeper nursed them to health until the Good Samaritan returned.

, reflecting on this parable, highli i le of the innkeeper,
who provided a place where healing could happen. What would itmean to understand
our congregation as an "inn” for Good Samaritan work? Can we see our community as
a place where healing happens?




