16 August 2026_____________________________                 _Pentecost 12                                                                                    
[bookmark: _Hlk12968309] “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matt 6:21
	I shared a few weeks back that I have been sorting through all my stuff.  Books first.  Then clothes.  You get the picture.  The challenge comes when an item has sentimental value. One pastor wrote that her deacons want to do a tag sale to benefit the church, it hit home.  
“The times teach us to surround ourselves with possessions as a protective layer. Things make us feel safe. But things are fragile. They can be taken. When things become security, we spend our lives acquiring them and gripping them tight . . . If we hold a tag sale, we’ll embrace it as a spiritual practice.  Looking honestly at what we carry and what it costs. Asking what we’re ready to release. Together, considering what we treasure and asking: would God make this eternal? Or is God blessing it for a season?
Treasure the eternal first. Appreciate the seasonal. This is how you ensure that what you own never owns you. 
Prayer:   God, reveal what I can release. Teach me to trust you enough to let go. Amen.		- Pastor Sue with quotes by Kaji Douša	

Global Ministries Prayers for Morocco - We pray to you for Morocco, a country that welcomes numerous foreigners for different reasons. We ask that you watch over them that they are treated with dignity . We also pray to you for the Evangelical Church in Morocco (EEaM) in this time as it prepares for elections at all levels of the church, from local congregations to the executive committee of the EEaM. May the Holy Spirit guide the electors so that those who are elected act according to your will.
Constantly grant the whole Church the necessary discernment to use its spiritual gifts, especially prophecy, faithful to your Word. In this digital world, keep the church’s members from being led astray by all sorts of predictions broadcast on different platforms. Give them the will to participate in training programs organized by the EEaM to grow in their faith, be rooted in your Word, and mature in their spiritual lives. Amen.

Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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August 16, 2026

TWELFTH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST                                          10 a.m.
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity and expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”  


	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE 		  “Sweet Rivers of Redeeming Love” - arr. Hustad

		
SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP					Psalm 67, adapted			
May God be gracious to us and bless us
   	And may God’s face shine upon us.
That your way may be known upon earth,
Your saving power among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God;
For you judge the peoples with equity
And guide the nations upon earth. 

*HYMN #419           Now Thank We All Our God	    	   	 NUN DANKET

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts/debtors)
Ever-present God, gather us in to assure us we are not alone.   Surround us with your Spirit as a reminder we are one in You; that we are stronger together when we work for justice. May your Love for us encourage us to have deep compassion for one another, caring for the planet, for in so doing, we care for each other.  Gather us all as Your beloved community, praying together:  Our Father . . . 

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN
All children are welcome to attend church school.  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSONS 				   			     Isaiah 56:1, 6–8		  												  Matthew 15: 21–28
Romans 11:1–2a, 29–32

SOLO 			              “Adagio” from Sonata in A minor, Op. 1 No. 1
										    Jean Baptiste Loeillet (1715) 
       									    Robin Crandall, Alto Recorder


SERMON 		                  “God’s Word for All”

MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #175       O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come          TALLIS CANON


OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
You may also place Prayer Requests in offering plates.

OFFERTORY 								     “Grace” - arr. Mark Hayes
				   				    				    Robin Crandall, soloist 
 *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 	Response:       Lord, hear our prayer
 
*HYMN #179     	We Yearn, O Christ, for Wholeness 	 PASSION CHORALE

* BENEDICTION   
POSTLUDE 					   “Rondo in G” - John Bull (1562-1628)
Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may

We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook: see nostoucc.org    
Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.

Our Special Music today is offered by Robin Crandall who is playing alto recorder as well as singing a solo. Robin is the retired Director of Music from Union Baptist Church in Mystic and is also a retired music teacher from the Groton Public Schools. Robin often serves as a substitute ringer in our bell choir and has rung with EmBellish, a community handbell ensemble. Robin has led a recorder consort for many years featuring young people in this performing group. She has performed in this region for many years both as a vocalist and on recorder. Robin maintains a voice studio in her home. Please welcome Robin back today. 

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Dennis and Mary Bliven 
In honor of Dennis Willam’s birthday.


[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]Serving in Worship Karen Dobley, deacon; Steve Gadaree, Matthew Sander, ushers.
We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Denise Hager; Roseanne Sherman;
Nancy Rockwell; and George Haimbach (Brian’s brother-in-law).
Our prayers of sympathy are extended to the family of Mimi Borden who died on August 12th.  A service will take place end of August. 
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Summer is about Hunger Awareness at the PNC ... 
Help the PNC feed the people in our town.  One focus is for “The Weekender Backpack Program” Children fill their backpacks every Friday – so please bring foods early in the week.  Or use the green envelopes in the pews to make your donation. Your contribution will help purchase milk and food to help feed children and adults from North Stonington.  

Summer Music  Our choirs have earned a well-deserved break for the summer. During summer worship, we offer our “Summer Music” program. Anyone is invited to offer a song during summer worship. You do not need to be in choir to offer to sing or play. Just sign up on the summer music sign-up sheet in the choir room or see Mike. 

CALENDAR
TODAY, 11:10 am  Midsummer Think-Tank and Potluck 
We need your knowledge!  This is a get-together for lunch and to gather information of any history of the church or projects done in the past.  For instance:  Who knows when the steeple was repaired?  Anything you know  - or can help with – Bring it!  

Tuesday, 7 pm:  Church Council (virtual)
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.
Saturday :   5K race for Chikumbuso , In Memory of Colburn Graves
Register at the grange at 8 am  -   Race begins at 9 am - $30,
Special  prices for children


COMING EVENTS   		Save the Dates! 

September 12th  Townwide Yard Sale  - Register at Library  (forms  available on online) Sponsored by Stonington Area Rotary
September 19th HELO Haiti 
Benefit – Contra Dance at Baypoint Club, East Hampton, CT 

All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved. 
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