11 November 2026                                                                     Pentecost 25
 
“Greater love has no one than this, that they lay down their life for their friends”										-  John 15:13
	To Jesus, the greatest act of love is to lay down your love for others.  
That kind of love is hard to find in our world today. But it’s there. There are still people who are willing to lay down their lives for others, including the men and women who serve or have served in our country’s armed forces. As we live our daily lives in peace and safety, there are people risking their own lives in dangerous and difficult situations around the world. That’s why our country takes time today to celebrate Veterans Day.
	So we thank our veterans for their sacrifice. May we in Christian love look to honor, comfort, and serve those who have faithfully served us. And as we thank our veterans for their service, may we be reminded to thank Jesus for offering the ultimate sacrifice. In spite of our sins, in spite of our selfishness, in spite of our forgetfulness, Jesus died for us. Because this is what love is all about . . .		- Nathan Nass



Global Ministries Prayer for Samoa - Creator God, you spread the waters across the earth and filled the ocean with life. We give thanks for Samoa, for its people, churches, villages, and communities, and for generations whose lives have been sustained by the gifts of land and sea. We pray for the Congregational Christian Church of Samoa and for the Congregational Christian Church of American Samoa. Strengthen their witness as they care for creation and defend the ocean that connects and sustains their peoples. Give wisdom to leaders making decisions about the future of the deep sea. May the voices of Pacific peoples be heard and respected. Protect fragile ecosystems, the creatures of the deep, and communities whose culture, livelihood, and identity are bound to the moana Keep our lamps burning with hope, courage, and faithful action, for our neighbors today and generations yet unborn. Amen.
Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com
Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator
Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary
Charlotte Melia, Sexton        
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9AM - 1 PM
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25th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST							  10 a.m.  

“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into 
our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity or expression, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH

PRELUDE “Patriot Medley” 	(Air Force, Army, Navy, Coast Guard,   							Space Force, Marine)	      - Kevin Hildebrand
	
SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP		
	In days past, we lived beyond the river of faith in the One God. 
Today we come to worship the God who calls us here 
to a life of faith.  
	In days past, our brothers and sisters in faith 
	chose to fear and serve God.  
Today we come here in faith to revere and serve the One God

*HYMN #594		How Beautiful, Our Spacious Skies 		   MATERNA

*INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER 		(debts/debtors)
O Holy One, your wisdom comes forth as a breath of spirit.  You make her available to all of us.  Help us then to seek your wisdom that is intelligent, holy, unique.  Fill us with your spirit that is clear, loving the good, sure, and free from anxiety.  With her, with You, our lives serve you.  And so we pray:  Our Father...

*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 	Glory to the Creator, the Christ,
the Holy Spirit Three in One; As it was in the beginning, 
Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.  


*PASSING OF THE PEACE
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 
(We greet one another with a handshake of peace.) 

TIME FOR CHILDREN  
(The children are invited to attend church school.)

SCRIPTURE LESSON	   		            Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-16   	                          			       (NT page 28)			Matthew 25;1-13

SENIOR CHOIR   		“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” - Hildebrand

SERMON	               “Banquets, Lamps & Bridesmaids””
 
MOMENTS OF SILENCE			  

*HYMN #740	    O Wisdom, Breathed from God	      CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
Place prayer requests in offering plates at this time

OFFERTORY			 “Organ Voluntary on America the Beautiful”   
												- Ward, arr. Chad Staten
*DOXOLOGY (#780)   
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
      Praise God above, you heavenly host;                                                                       	Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     Response:  Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #588 	    Let Justice Flow Like Streams   	  ST. THOMAS S.M.

*BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE		 “God of Our Fathers” (National Hymn)  - Warren, 												         arr. Mary McDonald

Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may

Cameras are in use - We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook

Welcome to worship this morning.  Guests are invited to sign our guest book in the entry or complete the welcome card in your pew.  Please join us for Fair Trade Coffee in Hewitt Hall after worship.  Church school is open to all and a nursery room is available.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way. 

We Light the Steeple  The steeple this week is lit by Sue Latourette in memory of Everett Latourette.

The flowers this morning are given to the glory of God by Sue Latourette in memory of Everette Latourette.

[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; John and Aggie Terrill; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Sue Pianka; Patty Danley; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Elizabeth Witter; Paul Ames; Dave McCord; Nancy Rockwell; Mark Ball; George Haimbach; and Yana whose sister Viita died in Ukraine.
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.

Serving in Worship Today  Patty Danley, deacon; Julie Clow, usher,  
Steve Gadree, lay reader.

Today’s music honors the courage, sacrifice, and faithful service of our nation's veterans, with Veterans Day on November 11. The music will include the prelude “Patriotic Medley”, featuring the songs of the Armed Services, an arrangement of “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” by the Senior Choir, the organ offertory, “America the Beautiful”, and a festive organ postlude arrangement of “God of Our Fathers”. We invite the congregation to reflect on these songs of remembrance with gratitude for our service members.

Today after worship:  Youth Choir
                                        Deacons meet
                      1:30 PM:   FREE  Patriotic Organ Sing-Along Concert at Cathedral of St. Patrick, 213 Broadway, Norwich, CT, Sponsored by New London County American Guild of Organists
Wednesday:  Office closed in observance of Veterans Day
Thursday:  Pie-assembly a.m. & p.m.
              6:00-7:00 pm:  Senior Choir              
               7:15-8:30 pm:  Handbell Choir  			

Jammie Grammie
November 1 – 30, Jammie Grammie is collecting pajamas. Please bring in sets of new pajamas, any size: Babies and Toddlers on up.  Box available in Hewitt Hall. Thank you from the Jammie Grammie!

Thanksgiving Giving at PNC - Please plan to share the following for Pawcatuck Neighborhood Center by NOVEMBER 15 – We have collection baskets at church:  Instant Mashed Potatoes, Stuffing Mix, Rice, Gravy, Canned Corn, Yams, & Green Beans, Canned Peas, Pumpkin Pie Filling, Cranberry Sauce, Turkeys (12-16 lbs)*   




Worship Notes: All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have permission for one-time use. Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A.
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