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[bookmark: _Hlk12968309][Then Jesus said,] “The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.” 					- Matthew 23:11-12 (ESV)
  	While spending a semester in Mexico City teaching at a Catholic girls’ school, we occasionally had chance to dine with the Jesuits at the boys’ school.     I’d never been in a school lunchroom where student waiters served the food, filled your glass, and cleared the plates. They mixed it up jovially with the other kids as they worked yet stayed on task, pleasant, attentive, efficient. 
  	Gustavo told me he’d placed first in the annual book-reading competition. Juan Pablo had just been named captain of the fútbol team. Paco had been elected class president a week earlier. Carlitos recently won the lead in the big school play. “High-achieving waiters!” I remarked to a colleague who taught there.  “Ah,” he replied, “You get the point.”  
  	I didn’t, not at first. Then the penny dropped. Lunch duty was the prize for winning. Service as reward—it was upside down as the world goes, but in that little corner of the kingdom, no one seemed to notice. It was status quo.  								-Mary Luti 
Global Ministries Prayers for Indonesia  Gracious Shepherd,
Your Son has declared, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). Holding on to this promise, we pray for Indonesia, especially for the people of Merauke in South Papua, whose lands and villages are undergoing major transformation through the national food estate project. May they truly experience Your shepherding presence, guiding, protecting, and sustaining them in this uncertain time. You have blessed the land of Papua with fertile soil, rich forests, flowing rivers, and living cultures rooted in ancestral wisdom. Touch the hearts of national leaders, especially the President and policymakers, that they may listen with humility, open space for genuine dialogue, and ensure that development honors cultural dignity and environmental sustainability. Strengthen Your church to stand with vulnerable communities so that all may truly experience the fullness of life You promise. Amen.
Our Ministers:  the congregation                                                                            Susan G. Latourette, Pastor – 860-759-4231, pastorsuel@yahoo.com          Michael G.  Noonan, Director of Music                                                            
Margaret Leonard, Christian Education Coordinator                                             Rosemary Kuemper, Church Secretary                                                                    Charlotte Melia, Sexton                                                                                     
Office hours:  Monday –Thursday, 9am - 1 pm		860-535-0379
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April 26, 2026

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                      10 a.m. 
“As an Open and Affirming church:
	We respect the worth and dignity of all persons who come into our church family regardless of race, age, marital standing, gender identity, economic status, mental or physical challenges, nationality or sexual orientation.  We promise to support one another in our personal struggles, to understand and accept differences in one another, and pray to strengthen our love and acceptance.”

	*indicates those who are able are invited to stand

WELCOME AND SHARING THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

PRELUDE  					        “The Good Shepherd” - Dale Wood

SILENT MEDITATION IN PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP

*CALL TO WORSHIP		          
	Praise God for this season of Easter! 
We thank God for all the signs of new life
  	Praise God for all we can do together
We gather in the name of Jesus, whose steps we follow today!  

*HYMN #66			O Day of Radiant Gladness	
											ES FLOG EIN KLEINS WALDVÖGELEIN

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors)
Living God, touch our life with the truth of the first Easter.  Help us know we are never alone; that goodness is forever greater than evil; that light overcomes darkness.  Help us to know that this is the day that You have made and that, with all your people, we can truly rejoice in it.  We pray: Our Father . . . 


*GLORIA PATRI  (#759) 
	Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit
	Three in One; As it was in the beginning,
	Is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 		(we offer a sign of Christ’s peace)
	May the peace of Christ be with you. 
		And also with you. 

TIME FOR CHILDREN  

[bookmark: _Hlk219204622]SCRIPTURE LESSON    		(OT page 498)                Psalm 19:1-6
(NT page 14)		Matthew 13:31-32


CHOIR ANTHEM     “The Lord of Love My Shepherd Is ” - arr.  Scott
		
SERMON                              	  “The Land We Inhabit”
MOMENTS OF SILENCE

*HYMN #569          		Touch the Earth Lightly     	   	 TENDERNESS

OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS
	     You may also at this time place Prayer Requests in offering plates.  

OFFERTORY  	“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” -Dale Wood

  *DOXOLOGY (#780) 
	Praise God from Whom all blessings flow;
	Praise God all creatures here below;
	Praise God above, you heavenly host;
	Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION	

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION             response: Lord, hear our prayer

*HYMN #252          	Savior, Like A Shepherd Lead Us     	    BRADBURY
*BENEDICTION   

POSTLUDE  				     “Christ Lag In Todesbanden” - J. S. Bach	 

Please exit quietly so those who wish to stay and listen may


We live-stream on Youtube and Facebook thru nostoucc.org    

Welcome!   Thank you for worshiping with us today!  All children are welcome to attend church school.  Please join us for conversation and Fair-Trade Coffee after worship in Hewitt Hall.  Please sign our guest book at the entryway or fill out a pew card so we can get to know you.  

We light one white candle each Sunday to remember and pray for military and civilians serving our country and in harm’s way.  The sunflowers are a symbol of prayer for Ukraine.  

The flowers are given to the Glory of God by Mary and Dennis Bliven in celebration of Betsy’s birthday.



Serving in Worship  Karen Dobley, deacon at the door; Joe and Kris Serwinski, ushers; Sherri Boldt, lay reader.

                                                                                
[bookmark: _Hlk210044067]We Pray For:  Stephanie and Doug Murray; George McCullen; Aggie Terrill; Kevin Ames; Rev. Lee Ireland; Amy Foster; Debbie Janda; Kim Allard; David Allard; Paul Ames; Mike Baker; Sue Pianka; Mary Stilli (Elizabeth Witter’s daughter); Ray Wells; Patty Danley; Dave McCord; Robert Fox; Elizabeth Bouchard; Julie Evans; Kathi Thaxton; Marilyn Ware; Clare Whitney; Betsy Alvarez; and Elizabeth Witter. 
Prayer requests remain for 6 weeks unless otherwise requested.





VToday after worship:  Youth Choir
Monday, 10:30 am:   Study Group
Thursday:     NO Youth Choir
  			    6:00-7:00 PM - Sr. Choir 
                        7:15-8:30 PM - Handbell Choir

COMING EVENTS
MAY 9,  9 AM – 1 PM:   NSGC Plant Sale
       11, 7 PM:  Church Council.
May 17: New Members Join
May 31:   HELO Guest Speaker HELO, Elisabeth Kennedy

Mission Focus for April - HELO Haiti in las Cayes which is much calmer than much of Haiti, and for that we are grateful.  Still, we must pray and support their challenges and needs:
·      Food and other necessities like soap and toothpaste. 
·      Roads remain blocked, airspace closed, ports are under gang 
control, all of which makes for a severely limited stream of commerce. 
·      Prices that continue to skyrocket.   We are grateful that we have been able to continue to provide three meals a day to our children and staff, but we cannot continue to do so without help. 
·        Maintaining a safe and loving environment of our children. 
·        Health needs for the children and their families
·           Building improvements
·        Weather issues that occur frequently.
Please help us pray for Haiti, for families' safety and relief from fear and hunger.   Please pray that we at HELO can continue to support an ever increasing budget resulting from inflated prices and food scarcity.  Please use the green mission envelopes.


SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM                                          - K. Lee Scott
	The Lord of love my Shepherd is; 	He doth me feed.
	He leads me to the tender grass, 	There I shall rest;
	Then to the streams that gently pass; In both I have the best.
	Yea, in death’s shady, dark abode        I shall not fear;
	For thou are with me; 	and thy rod shall guide,   thy staff shall bear.
	Then thou dost make me sit and dine 
	Before my foes.
  	My head with oil,
	my cup with wine Is full,	 	yea over flows.
	And lo, thy full amazing love 	Shall fill my days;
	And ever in thy house above, 	I’ll sing thy wondrous praise.		                   












All Hymns from the (NCH) New Century Hymnal; © 1995 The Pilgrim Press, have been granted permission for this one-time use.      Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #735340-A. All rights reserved.  Invocation from Peter Millar, Walking in the Wider World, WGRG Big Book of Resources p 113
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